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Miller, Walter M., Jr. Canticle for Leibowitz 
Lippincott. Feb. 320p. $4.95. (Ila) 


the twentieth century the nations fought hydrogen 
war. result the flame deluge, billion lost 
their lives, civilization was hurled back the Stone 
Age, and the human race was produce mon- 
misfits, and freaks. 


Foreseeing the calamity, Leibowitz, scientist, had care- 
fully gathered notes which preserved the chief findings 
twentieth century science. The mob, ever suspicious 
learning that could bring back the horrors atomic 
war, burned the “bootlegger” the stake. time 


Leibowitz was canonized and was accepted patron 
the Order St. Leibowitz which set monasteries 
the arid wastes and sought somehow preserve 
virtue, learning, and civilization. 


the first cycle the world’s history, this barbarian 
age followed the Middle Ages which man, still 
war like society, begins progress learning, art, 
and science. Thanks the discovery Leibowitz’s 
notes the Renaissance comes and the Industrial Revo- 
lution speedily follows. Soon the world rebuilds its 
cities, roads, automobiles, airplanes, 
and the industrial peak the twentieth century 
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reached and surpassed. Once again the world divi- 
ded into two camps, the Asian against the Atlantic 
Confederations. this point Abbot Zerchi asks the 
book’s question: “Are helpless? Are 
but play the Phoenix, unending sequence 
rise and fall?” 


The monks, sensing the end life earth, prepare 
great star ship set out for friendlier earths. The space 
voyagers are specially selected men and women accom- 
panied their priests, Bishops, and Pope. the 
novel ends, the great ship beginning its voyage into 
space the earth burns and rots from the atomic 
blasts the two contending powers. 


This beautifully-written book mere science fiction 
novel. the best sense the word theological 
novel. There none the despair the Beach 
nor there any hoping-against-hope that all will 
well. Rather there acceptance Original Sin 
and trust that God’s Providence working with man 
will bring the Divine Plan culmination. 


The book three parts which may call The Age 
Barbarism, The Renaissance, and The End. each 
part, the author focusses one the monks St. 
Leibowitz and faithfully narrates the familiar story 
man’s history seen through the eyes the latter day 
religious. great deal careful research went into 
the preparation this work. Mr. Miller knows his 
way around monastery and his science seems above 
reproach. The style the book splendid, ever 
true telling the events they would narrated 
the main character. the beginning the third part, 
there lengthy poetic passage that memorable 
anything the poetry magazines the last several 
years. suspect this book will have few neutral readers. 
too challenging, too timely, too true. This re- 
viewer certainly not neutral: this one the im- 
portant books the year. Recommended. 


Stephen Laut, S.J., 
Wheeling College, 
Wheeling, West Virginia 


The Lincoln Lords 


Hawley, Cameron 
Little, Brown. Feb. 25, 1960. 556p. $5.00. 


The author Executive Suite and Cash McCall has 
written another readable book about the corporate 


business world knows well. Its hero, Lincoln 
Lord, has been habitué 
the last ten suddenly 
finds himself forced play the role Cash McCall 
without cash. The scene opens Lincoln Lord patrol- 
ling the bleak streets the no-man’s land that lies be- 
tween jobs and, for him, between presidencies. These 
are somehow longer easy acquire before. 
Living the fabulous Lincoln Lord income has 
left him improvidently without reserves. Each day 
becomes progressively more difficult keep the pre- 
tense prosperity. Each day sees his self-confidence 
crumble just bit more and then more the persistent 
gnawing fear that feeds upon itself and threatens 
grow into panic. 

last resort, turns high priced executive 
placement specialist, Sillcox, who brutally, humiliat- 
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ingly forces the hard facts life down Lincoln Lord’s 
gullet. hard guy place. When com. 
pany’s going outside its own organization find new 
president, what they’re looking for new blood 
You’re wonder boy any more, Linc. only 
year away from being fifty. I’m doing the best 
can for you, Linc, but there’s one thing can’t 
change your birth date.” 


Here the matrix the entire novel. From are 
born the point-counterpoint rhythms its characters 
conflict. this moment truth, Lincoln Lord 
must endure the agonizing reappraisal the reality 
his talent for business, the reality his relationship 
wife and son, and the world which 
Lord too, carries within her problem which the author 
cleverly links with Lincoln’s that the novel truly 
tells the story The Lincoln Lords crisis. 


skeletal summary, everything works out rather 
When Lincoln Lord takes the presidency 
food processing company Maryland, production and 
employment rise beyond all expectation. With the 
recognizance the great food combines, prestige and 
personal importance are restored him. 
breeds success when the Trustees Alma Mater offer 
him the presidency Chesapeake College. 


Everything threatened one final time when the com- 
pany’s new baby food uncertainly thought the 
cause rash poisonings. For Lincoln Lord this 
juncture, the moment truth becomes the moment 
decision and the decision, finds himself. 


Meanwhile, Maggie Lord has learned that she never 
did really love Brick Mitchell, Linc’s one-time assistant 
and idea man. Brick discovers that Linc was not 
parasite living off other men’s ideas suspected. 
Brick also becomes aware that has long been using 
cynicism and alcohol cover-up for his own 
quacies. realizes that Linc was fact support 
and strength him, not vice versa. Even now, 
though separated from Linc Lord, Brick can only find 
and fulfill himself leaning wonderful 
female medico named “Tommy.” 


this reviewer’s mind, The Lincoln Lords represents 
the work author transition. better book 
artistically speaking, than either Executive Suite Cash 
McCall. adds dimension depth and motivation 
that the other single novels lacked. The latter 
trayed types rather than persons, whereas The Lin- 
coln Lords there apparent recognizable effort 
make the characters individual, flesh and blood people 
with right existence their own. The action 
this novel achieves interiority that the others 
promised but did not produce. 


All this not say that the book perfect. not 
For one thing, the painstaking labor character has 
probably made about two-hundred pages too long. 
The Lincoln Lords not smooth slick book 
its two predecessors and, for this reason, will probably 
not financially successful. However, might 
well the stepping stone something significant. 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
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oln Malet, Oriel The Horses the readers may search far before finding 
Putnam. Feb. 19, 1960. 285p. $3.95. (III) more valid and sympathetic portrayal childhood than 
ind The scene enchanting island off the coast Italy, the earlier Liz. 

much-married Contesa, her companion Miss Charles 

Connie Conger, and Connie’s ten-year-old daughter Liz Panama City, Florida 

the best established the Contesa’s villa. Connie has sur- 

her “common-law husband” and the Contesa 


Shaw, Robert The Hiding Place 
World. Feb. 16, 1960. 254p. $3.50. 

The Hiding Place the story two English airmen, 
Wilson and Connolly, who bailed out over Bonn, Ger- 
many the closing days the War. They hid them- 


has lost track certain professor who was never one 
her husbands and with whom, the surface her 
mind, she supposes herself quits. 


Liz terribly knowing, touchingly innocent, endearing, 


are 
characters 
Lord 


sinner, may have had past, but mild-mannered and affable pharmacist’s clerk 
ves. problem. She has taken imitating her Hans Frick. Hans saved them from the 


ovel truly 


and amateur pickpocket, not only for the fun but 
out adulation for her father whom Connie, yearning 


part with such agreeable company. Awaking from 
drugged sleep the Englishmen found themselves chain- 


nicely, for respectability, would rather forget. (Connie steel post the cellar Frick’s home. For 
incidentally, are Britishers and just barely seven years kept them his personal 
ction and short, Liz first this hushed up, prisoners. During the day they had the freedom the 
With the and Liz who both affectionate and funny has basement room. Frick invariably spent his evenings 
and but along comes the widowed professor, them but before entered the cell required 
Success without first realizing his nearness the Contesa, them snap their handcuffs with audible click. 
with him handsome and marriageable young safe distance Hans played music, read them, 
also arrives, and time all Liz, who has gallop- well ,and even saved buy sunlamp for 
the com- ing crush Pascal, tormented the fact that Laura 
this and self-centered that Pascal soon sees through her, but Wilson spent his days writing and came accept his 
succeeds discovering Liz’s secret and turning confinement with resignation. Connolly brooded con- 
uspected. widower, has all but led him the altar when this found Wilson and begged become his servant. 
business about Liz scares him off. Ironically, his hanker- would have wrung his neck, but Wilson felt 
ing after the proprieties renders them unattainable for only pity for the German. The story 
support Connie. Baffled and enraged, she leaves for with this reversal roles. Frick, the jailer, 
now, with reluctant, unhappy Liz. (As for the Contesa filled with joy the prospect serving Wilson for the 
only find and the professor, you’ve already guessed happier remainder his life. 
ronderful ending.) 


book 


epilogue Liz, adult and happily married Pascal 


Paris, persuaded during his absence business 


But 


return the Contesa’s for her first confinement. 


The Hiding Place well-written suspense story. 
Reader interest preempted from the first page. All 
sorts escape plans suggest themselves and one the 
other them might well work. That’s the fault 


Cash then, brooding over her failure forgive Laura for— the plot. It’s too contrived; too much the tour 
otivation she puts it—teaching her hate and fear—she force. The two Englishmen must have got the better 
tter por- once and for all put this hatred the weak-minded Hans the course seven years. 
The Lin- enemy behind her. Unfortunately she thinks, the That they did not will strike the reader more less 
effort closing words the novel, that she will “always The Hiding Place will, nevertheless, pro- 
people little afraid.” vide pleasant evening’s entertainment. 
This somber ending tale that began situation James McDonough, 
comedy, and the leap from farce clinical drama St. John College, 
one’s credulity. Nevertheless, there were clues Cleveland, Ohio 
not. the fact that this might morality tale. The 
has Contesa and the professor, for instance, despite their 
long. vain and eccentric ways, both loved and understood Gaiser, Gerd The Final Ball 
book And they may credited for the fact that Pantheon. Feb. 255p. $3.95. (Ila) 
mature Liz wants her child know hatred and fear Gaiser one Germany’s better known novel- 
their true light, conquerable only love. ists. studied theology and painting, served with the 
ant. This novel merit which sin not glamorized, Luftwaffe, underwent capture the British and waited 
and which the author, with delicacy and skill, has out the war Italian prison camp. has won 
created two central characters: the quixotic but delight- the literary prizes the City Berlin and the 
ful young Liz, and the thoughtful woman she became. Bavarian Academy Arts. His novel the final 
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throes the Luftwaffe, The Last Squadron, was pub- 
lished Pantheon. His new novel, The Final Ball, 
best seller Germany and scheduled appear 
least twenty other countries. 


doubt the widespread interest the book partly 
due the timeliness the theme explores. For, not 
only western Germany but throughout the whole 
western Europe, the explosion industrial expansion 
endangering and unsettling the traditional ways and 
graces life. this novel Gerd Gaiser gives expres- 
sion the concern and disquiet with which many dis- 
cerning Europeans eye the mounting economic pros- 
perity that threatens engulf them and bury beneath 
the waste waters materialism the spiritual and cul- 
tural values that give European life its intelligence, 
strength and charm. Rightly wrongly, many feel 
nostalgia for the old days and reluctance pay the 
price for the fleshpots modernity. 


The novel set small town postwar Germany, 
where the houses and shrubbery are being overlaid with 
pall red dust from the Panslava industrial works 
and where the old values are being trampled underfoot 
the chase after material comforts and luxuries. 
new social order being created, based upon the snob- 
bery money, fast automobiles and the best clothes. 
With its emergence appear rifts within family life, 
waywardness and rebellion youth, and cheapening 
educational values. 


The story describes the events that lead the final 
ball the season for the young people’s dancing group. 
These events and their fatal consequences the night 
the ball itself are separately recounted six citizens 
the town, some blithely embracing the new order 
with open arms and regrets, others rejecting with 
growing sense loss and foreboding. The mounting 
tension culminates suicide, violent death and renun- 
ciation. 


The author writes with simplicity and emotional force. 
The people creates are drawn life and haunt the 
memory after the book set aside. Despite the device 
using six different witnesses recount what hap- 
pened before and after the ball, the story moves smooth- 
and suspensefully its climax. These qualities have 
not been lost the deft translation. Recommended. 


Jacklin, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Compton-Burnett, Heritage and Its History 
Simon and Schuster. Jan. 28, 1960. 249p. $3.75. (Ila) 
Though Miss Compton-Burnett Englishwoman 
whose novels are set England, their publication 
the United States would indicate that she has follow- 
ing this country. However, impossible find 
any points comparison, (or contrast, for that mat- 
ter), with modern American novelists. Her work, 
least superficially, has the flavor Jane Austen with 
dash Henry James. 


Miss Compton-Burnett’s writing style unique. The 
entire novel with the exception few transitional 
paragraphs written dialogue. The author never 
intrudes the reader with her observations opin- 


Best 


ions. the characters, (all members the 
Challoner family tell the story. They 


talk, talk, talk. And their talk ordinary conver. 


sation, (not even ordinary British conversation). Rather, 
the wordy, precise, sometimes dry and monotonous, 
vet often witty and occasionally hilarious talk the 
dramatist. And there the key Miss 
Burnett’s style writing. 


Heritage and Its History read, the reader feels 
himself being drawn irresistibly into dramatic experi- 
ence that might described combination Greek 
tragedy and Shakespearean comedy. For beneath the 
calm, placid English setting stark drama unfolds 
the story heritage and its history, particularly 
one man, Simon Challoner, whom 
means more than any other thing person. 


reveal the plot the drama would unfair 
potential readers. But what artfully contrived plot! 
And Miss Compton-Burnett has the ability sustain 
suspense right the last chapter. 


There deceptive timelessness bout Heritage and 
Its History. Were not for the butler and occa- 
sional mention Oxford and unpaid bills, might 
have taken place any century from England’s medie- 
val period the present one. fact, the reader 
can play little game, reads, trying identify 
the exact period when does take place. For the 
Challoner family seems remote from the world outside 
the “place” which their heritage. 


This not novel which would have great popular 
appeal here the United States. But for anyone 
interested the work truly original artist and 
exceptional craftsman, Heritage and Its History 


highly 
Elizabeth O’Rourke, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Kapelner, Alan All the Naked Heroes 
Feb. 24, 1960. 249p. $4.00. (III) 


This angry and anguished book, written man 
enraged senseless world and decadent civiliza- 
tion. two brothers, Paul and Rip Gomery, Mr. 
Kapelner gives two protagonists who, varying 
ways, react against the world which they find them- 
selves. This the world the late 1930’s, or, more 
specifically, from 1938 late 1940. 


But anger and anguish alone are not enough make 
good novel. Mr. Kapelner hampered in- 
ability give structure his work, and the perceptive 
reader likely feel that there has been insufficient 
selectivity. Some scenes, the dance hall, the dope 
den, and the drag ball, are unnecessarily protracted. 
Mr. Kapelner seems unable achieve his effects subtly 
and concisely; and, too often, his characters appear 
delivering lectures each other the rotten state 
things. The work highly episodic and formless, 
and its emphasis the sordid follows the natural- 
istic tradition. 


Mr. Kapelner’s characters tend talk alike, using high- 


elliptical sentences. Allied this the overworked 


mannerism turning nouns into verbs—a practice 
ent not only expository passages but dialogue. 


Thus: 
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Thus: ‘Fats’ Western omelette this guy 
Fats omeletted Rip Barney crullered and re- 
him.” The device becomes grotesque such 
sentences as, “He Look the fire” and “Old 
Racing Form’d the fire.” One suspects that his 
style the author was influenced the Kerouac-Joyce 
schools: the book’s closing sentence nearly six hun- 
dred words suggests one the interior monologues 
from Ulysses. 


the book’s opening the mother Rip and Paul has 
just died, leaving her husband curse for his cruelty 
her her last years. One alienated from, the other 
sympathetic their father, the two young men set out 
face life together. Eventually love comes one and 
subsequently they separate, one wander America, 
the other haunt New York’s depraved depths. 


The motif cruelty runs through this work. For Rip 
for Paul, human cruelty the great evil the world. 
“Cruelty,” says Paul, “doesn’t represent strength.” And 
asks, come it’s world that doesn’t know 
troubled people are enormously more important than 
business?” Human values matter. think man’s 
dearest possession his one life,” writes Rip his 
brother. think he’s got live that his life’s 
last day can least say: I’ve lived And how 
live Rip tells us: “I’d rather light candle than 
curse the darkness.” 


Darkness there aplenty this work, move 
through many the sordid byways man’s life. 
Blasphemy and obscenity times disfigure it. What 
tedeems this novel its underlying theme man 
creature worth saving, being who, tragically enough, 
has created civilization that destroying him. 
secular humanist, Mr. Kapelner writes with both anger 
and compassion; part his scorn directed Chris- 
tianity, both individual and institutional, which has 
forgotten perverted Christ’s message love for one’s 
neighbor. The pity that out these emotions 
did not succeed creating successful work art. 


John Phillipson, 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Spring, Howard All the Day Long 
Harper. Feb. 17,1960. 510p. $4.95. (Ila) 


The narrator this roman-fleuve Maria Legassick, 
daughter country parson Cornwall. The story 
begins 1881, when Maria five years old, and carries 
1950. The Reverend Aubrey Legassick has four 
children, Louisa, Roger, Bella, and the narrator. Like 
the Bronté sisters, the Legassicks are reared, motherless, 
vicarage overlooking graveyard. Louisa falls 
love with James Polperro, son the local squire, but 
Louisa’s love, although returned, temporarily comes 
naught James marries Lady Mary Lacey. Louisa 
goes London and works secretary for philan- 
thropist Vincent Wheatstone. She marries Wheat- 
stone but deserts him when behaves miserly 
manner. After working London shop, and then 
traveling buyer, Louisa finally marries Polperro 
when her husband and his wife have died. Louisa’s 
leg injured London street riot, and her attempts 
make political figure out James end relative 
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failure. She and her husband retire their country 
home and are killed fire. 


Roger Legassick, who becomes teacher classics, 
killed storm sea. Bella marries Roger’s friend, 
Hugo Oldham, and Hugo becomes Anglican clergy- 
man. Maria the last the family the vicarage. 
When her father dies, she becomes companion 
Lady Lavernock and later Lord Lavernock’s mother. 
Maria then goes Manchester companion 
Augusta and Miles Cumberledge, the children Hugo 
Oldham’s sister. Their mother has just died, and 
Augusta particularly upset and confused the ex- 
perience. When Dr. Cumberledge marries again, Au- 
gusta flees the house. From this point Maria be- 
comes the unofficial mother the beautiful young girl. 
Augusta’s first two love affairs are abortive. She 
jilted actor, thirty years her senior, and her second 
lover killed the First World War. Before the end 
the story, however, Augusta marries twice. Maria’s 
sister Bella dies, leaving four children, and Maria 
watches over them for time. One these children 
loses his life the war, and the most promising the 
group, Constance, with Maria’s help and encourage- 
ment, becomes barrister. After while, Constance 
unable talk, and she and Maria retire the vicarage 
await the end their days. Numerous other char- 
acters appear the story, grandchildren, first cousins, 
artist friends, etc., but during the course the narra- 
tive they either move marriage, various profes- 
sions, death. 


This novel has two weaknesses, which lessen its impact 
and reduce its effectiveness. First, the story much 
too lengthy, not that this defect per se; but Mr. 
Spring loses reader interest because does not develop 
the second and third generations completely enough. 
are engrossed the Legassicks,; but when Bella’s 
children Augusta and Miles Cumberledge, etc., appear 
the scene, the description and character develop- 
ment becomes much more sparse and abrupt. The 
author seems want end quickly, and yet his 
haste does not hold our attention with his relatively 
recent characters. This novel should have been cut 
the middle else developed into two three vol- 
ume saga. 


The second deficiency present All the Day Long 
tendency times solve difficulties issues 
present situations too easily. Thus Louisa’s first hus- 
band and James Polperro’s first wife die too quickly 
and too conveniently, and the artist Gerald Pickering’s 
wife deserts him too patly. These are just two ex- 
amples where the reader comes feel that the author 
doing things rather than having the characters 
them. There too much conscious tampering and 
manipulation the author. 


Yet the positive side, Mr. Spring writes beautifully 
times, particularly when writing St. Tudno 
and its environs Cornwall. are given con- 
siderable action, and well-chosen ,accurate dialogue 
and detail throughout. Victorian aura well en- 
gendered, and there are pleasant echoes the Brontés 
and Anthony Trollope the content and the telling. 


Paul Doyle, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
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Postgate, Raymond Every Man God 
Simon and Schuster. Feb. 15, 1960. 313p. $3.95. (IIb) 
Raymond Postgate one Britain’s most versatile 
writers: novelist, historian, translator, and author 
books food and wine Detective story 
classify his Verdict Twelve among the truly great 
examples the genre; and Every Man God essen- 
tially piece crime fiction, but with difference. 


Using sliding, shifting chronological approach his 
plot, Mr. Postgate not only portrays three generations 
English family, the Aldertons, but gives 
fascinating portrait English social life well. His 
period the years between 1880 and the present day; 
and the result eye-opening insight into manners 
and customs. Every Man God particularly signifi- 
cant for its uncovering sordid, seamy side late 
Victorian society which is, most, only hinted 
the writings the time. While his major characters 
are, course, fictitious, verisimilitude achieved 
through the introduction real life personages into the 
narrative: General Kitchener, the poet Swinburne, Lord 
Houghton, and the notorious London publisher Leonard 
Smithers. 

The major plot revolves about the private life Major 
General Arthur, Lord Alderton, career army officer. 
Set against background army posts, his great man- 
sion Cambridgeshire, and the high society 
“county” families, his tragic story unfolds, culminating 
his mysterious death. The atmosphere charged 
with horror, insanity and revenge, but all handled with 
restraint and lack sansationalism. Against this grim 
tale, way counter-point, Postgate tells the 
idyllic marriage Dr. Calcraft and his wife—a charm- 
ing love story, rare contemporary fiction. 

Mr. Postgate novelist considerable talent. Char- 
acterization Every Man God superb and has 
the British gift making minor figures often mem- 
orable his protagonists. The narrative skillfully 
developed, and the hurdle the flash-back and the 
retrogressive technique negotiated easily. But 
his minute attention detail working his 
period backgrounds that the author really excels. Dress, 
furniture, speech, food, social attitudes, class distinc- 
tions—all revealed with consummate artistry. 

sense Every Man God epitaph for way 
life which came close with the Second World War. 
Ironically, through the weak, half-mad sole survivor 
the Aldertons that see hope for the future; for 
Oswald, General Alderton’s only son, has learned the 
one lesson that will save him: the lesson humility. 
the novel, despite its horrors and its emphasis 
destruction symbolized the fall Mickleton Hall, 
the family home the Aldertons, actually ends 
note triumph. 

Some few objectionable passages and mature style 
combine make this novel suitable for adult readers 


only. Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Braithwaite, Sir, with Love 
Prentice-Hall. Feb. 24, 1960. 216p. $3.50. (IIb) 

Sir with Love autobiographical volume that 
touches two our key problems: discrimination 
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against races and juvenile delinquency. Braith- 
waite was born British Guiana, traveled extensively, 


served the Royal Air Force during the war, and 
taught for short time school one London’s 


slums. Actually his book centers around trite situa- 
tion: Mr. Braithwaite solved his own problem—or, 
least, lessened its effect his life—by helping solve 
the problems others. Triteness disappears from the 
telling, however. 

the two aspects this narrative, far the more 
valuable that which receives the slighter 
Mr. Braithwaite’s poignant suffering from discrimina- 
tion. became teacher only because his color 
barred him from the technical employment for which 
was qualified. His bitterness was marvelously slow 
rising and quickly assuaged; but the very least that 
can said that was intelligible. From little 
distance able give dispassionately account 
that all the more damning for its calmness and all 
the more painful for being set city from which has 
emanated the loftiest indignation against racial preju- 
dice. 

When Mr. Braithwaite talks discrimination has 
the reader’s complete sympathy. His description 
himself teacher demands more qualified accept- 
ance may perfectly true that his success was 
complete pictures it, but the danger that some- 
one may inclined generalize from this one rather 
limited experience; the happy turns circumstance 
that helped Mr. Braithwaite his way are not apt 
develop for teacher one of, say, New York’s teeming 
public schools. Furthermore, Mr. Braithwaite’s stand- 
ards teacher are vague and puzzling. hyper- 
sensitive femininity, usually introduces woman 
into his narrative with comment the size her 
bust, boasts quietly but indecently his sexual adven- 
tures during the war, and yet shocked and indignant 
because one his students draws obscene picture. 
gives evidence set standard for sexual con- 
duct and yet judges quickly and harshly the prurient 
adolescent who forced sit school which offers 
little occupation for his underdeveloped intellect and 
thrown among physically mature girls who 
are markedly exhibitionist their behavior. 
master whose words were accepted infallible, Mr. 
Braithwaite should have been mature and wise in- 
doctrination; yet from his pontifical pronouncements 
the students seem have gathered the simple-minded 
doctrine that the reformation England resulted from 
the “struggle men independent spirit against cleri- 
cal domination.” 


This not modest book and truly autobiogra- 
phical not tasteful book. Some the 
colleagues must have suffered greatly from its 
tions. Its allusions the sexual appetite are frequent 
and coarse. For men good will, however, remains 
fine exposition the suffering that prejudice can 
cause and the nobility with which sometimes con- 


fronted. William Hill, Ph.D., 
Wernersville, Penna. 
Keon, Michael The Durian Tree 
Simon and Schuster. Feb. 26, 1960. 309p. $3.95. 


The setting Michael Keon’s second novel, 


Durian Tree, Malaya after World War II. The 
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British have returned prepare Malaya for independ- 
ence and incidentally caused the Chinese Communists 
resist with guerilla tactics. 

leader three thousand Communists, kidnaps 
old Candace, the sister-in-law the 
British Administrator Northern Malaya, and takes 
her off the jungle. There intends hang her 
the same day that beautiful, social-working and 
Communist-sympathizing Eurasian Dhana Matthias, 
also nineteen, hanged the British. the 
time and Candace get his mountain hideout, ten 
people have been killed—eight Ng. pursuit 
Candace’s brother-in-law, Trumpey, and the British 
forces ensues. 

Then there flashback Candace’s previous history. 
Her life and around the British Residency, (in 
unnamed town), and her interest man are 
described. also Trumpey’s interest Dhana, 
one-time collaborator with the British against the Jap- 
anese and inamorata Trumpey’s. 

The next section describes the burning out native 
village that had been refuge the guerillas. had 
been village that Dhana had helped 
though men planned bushwhack the British, 
Trumpey was waiting for them. After dance the 
Residency which was detailed some length, Candace 
takes trip south. Meanwhile Dhana Matthias 
arrested for bicycling three armed grenades, (hidden 
durian fruit), into the city. The trial follows, during 
which great deal the defense revolves about 


double meaning sentence that seems indicate that 


Dhana rode into town “with both breasts hanging out.” 
The girl found guilty death and condemned 
hang. 

Ferris, who had been collaborator against the 
tracks and Candace his hideout, over- 
powers him and brings both them back from the 
slopes Gunong Rusa Putch, through the territory 
guerillas, Ferris’ bungalow the ocean. The 
other two try talk into giving himself for 
Dhana. He, however, tries escape, slips parlor 
rug, and shoots himself accidentally. 

Keon’s tale interesting one and hangs together 
fairly well, even though the ending somewhat weak. 
The are types rather than individuals, but 
the incidents and scenery strike one authentic. Keon, 
like lot other beginning novelists, seems believe 
that has coin new set moral principles. 
one may say that the story amoral and quite 
meaningless. There good deal vulgarity and use 
God’s name throughout. 

The English fresh and the introduction many 
note that the author objective about 
both the British and the Japanese. Mature readers 


may enjoy the story. 
Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, 
Frazee, Steve Hellsgrin 
Rinehart. Feb. 251p. $3.00. 


Hellsgrin adult Western that bit different. 
The “Deus machina” this novel huge glacier 
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which looms close this abandoned mining town, 
Basin City, like Damocles’ sword. The legend upon 
which the action the story built that prospec- 
tor, Alonzo Pike, had disappeared with thousands 
dollars worth gold ingots. His body had been swal- 
lowed crevasse the glacier. Now fifty years 
later the body and the gold should reappear cer- 
tain spot according geologists. 


Strangers begin moving into the ghost town. They are 
all descendants early pioneers Basin City including 
our hero, Johnny Bennion, who had bought whole 
ramshackle heap. Two tough characters drift into 
town and Gail, who provides the feminine interest. 
Who will win this tug war where Pike’s body 
will discovered? there actually body Hells- 
grin glacier the whole story pure Paul Bunyan 
The whole novel well paced the opening 
chapters but bogs down bit the middle chapters. 
The story again sparks into life the time approaches 
discover whether not the ice buried prospector. 
Bullets fly, fists pound and he-man action flares the 
best Western tradition. One major flaw the novel 
the weak characterization. Only Pancake, the desert- 
rat type prospector, stands out three-dimensional 
relief. The rest are cardboard quality. Perhaps 
with the glacier being important character the 
story, the humans would bound come off second 
best. Western buffs will take this novel heart. 


Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Alderman, Clifford Lindsey The Silver Keys 
Putnam. Jan. 319p. $3.95. 


Take swashbuckling historical character, Sir William 
Phips, this instance, add the burning early 
American ship-building town Indians, treasure 
hunt the corals off the Bahama Banks with dash 
piracy and deep-sea diving, much intrigue the 
heart the Court Charles England, story- 
book prison-break the Carolinas, sea fight near the 
island Jamaica, rip-roaring tavern colonial 
Boston, love affair which spans the Atlantic from 
Sheepscot Bay Maine London and back again— 
with unsuccessful marriage and impending en- 
gagement deterrents successful culmination 
matrimony for the parties involved, and fairy-tale 
finish: undreamed-of treasure and happiness for all 
and sundry—with another burning the same town 
thrown for good measure; mix well; and serve 
with two handsome heroes, one gorgeous lady-love, 
left-at-home wife who tries vain clip the wings 
her treasure-loving husband; and what have 
early America, titled The Silver 


This refreshing book. There not hint natur- 
alism, neuroticism, fatalism, any the others isms 
which plegue the characters most novels today. 
Every character here has will his own: neither 
pushed into action some unknown force nor pro- 
pelled some hidden hereditary trait which has mani- 
fested itself previously only some distant great-aunt. 
This book the tradition Rafael Sabatini, Kenneth 
Roberts, Anya Seton, and John Steinbeck’s Cup Gold 
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novel about Sir Henry Morgan, contemporary 
Sir William Phips). 


Mr. Alderman has story tell, and plunges into 
immediately. true that has not quite mas- 
tered the art, like Helen MacInnis. takes some time 
for him warm up. result, his characters are 
bit wooden the outset, but they improve the story 
progresses, especially when they are sea, (Mr. Alder- 
man Naval Academy graduate, one-time teacher 
naval science: this his element). His descriptions, 
however, are most effective whether they land 
sea; here that his best. 


Whereas there nothing new profound The 
Silver Keys, book which will appeal the avid 
reader historical fiction well the general 
reader. Among other things, succeeds suggesting 
the atmosphere the American colonies during the 
seventeenth century, the air moral decadence 
London during the post-Cromwell era, the dog-eat-dog 
philosophy the sea rovers and treasure hunters 
the age. However, good tale the sea that 
will read and enjoyed. 


Oscar Bouise, 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Malm, Frances World Cruise 
Doubleday. Feb. 18,1960. 522p. $4.95. (IV) 


This novel involves twelve passengers who leave San 
Francisco the General Griffith for pleasure 
voyage around the world. The Griffith freighter 
and can accommodate only twelve people, who happen 
be: Kathryn Dwan, divorcee her early forties, 
very attractive and very unhappy; Mr. and Mrs. Drake 
DeMuth, wealthy couple their sixties; Christine 
Patterson, twenty-seven-year-old blonde, honeymoon- 
ing with her wealthy sixty-six-year-old spouse; the 
widowed Cornelius sisters who are attempting reha- 
bilitate their forty-four-year-old brother Russ, who 
overly fond alcohol; Marcia Barrow, sixty-seven- 
year-old widow who plans commit suicide the 
Arabian Sea; Ira Gowdrey, prosperous retired farmer 
from upstate New York; and the Lisbons, mother and 
daughter. 


Abel Bronson, the purser the Griffith, attracted 
the seemingly serene and poised Kathryn Dwan; 
but Maxene Lisbon, who twenty-two, seeking her 
first romantic adventure ,and she eyes Abel for her 
conquest. Abel, however, ignores the young girl and 
brings affair with Kathryn. proves her 
that she not frigid, this question has been the cause 
one her many complexes. Meanwhile, back 
the top deck, Christine Patterson’s husband becomes 
ill, and she becomes interested first assistant engineer 
Dick Hampert. The ship stops such places Yoko- 
hama, Okinawa, Formosa, Hong Kong, etc. The pas- 
sengers ashore these stops and sightsee. Kathryn 
begins realize that Abel brutish and selfish and 
that not the marrying kind. Russ Cornelius be- 
comes interested her. the trip continues, the 
Cornelius sisters quarrel; Maxene seethes with jealousy; 
and Marcia Barrow attempts recapture some spiritual 
closeness her husband who died previous 


SELLERs 


around-the-world voyage. Russ Cornelius asks Kathryn 
marry him and she agrees, but she dismayed when 
she learns that impotent Although proves 
her that she has ended this condition for him, she 
frightfully upset and decides not marry him. When 
Abel learns her relation with Russ, refuses 
continue their intimacy. Kathryn, despair, commits 
suicide jumping into the sea. When the ship reaches 
the United States, almost everything the same except 
for the missing Kathryn. Yet noted that Ira 
Gowdrey and Marcia Barrow plan marry and that 
Christine Patterson remains with her husband. 


Quite frankly, have nothing say praise this 
novel. Only two words come mind—inane and 
cheap, and the book disturbing waste four hours’ 
reading time The style quite banal, and are 
offered neither depth, insights, nor beauty the book’s 
thought. The characters not engage our sympathies, 
and the emphasis placed frigidity and impotency, 
which perhaps might permissible 
manual, here presented exceedingly poor 
This novel which belongs only the murky depths 


morass. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Widdemer, Margaret Buckskin Baronet 
Doubleday. Feb. 330p. $3.95. (IIb) 


1773, the eve the American Revolution, the 
handsome and wealthy young baronet, Sir Lucian Tyne- 
dale, accepts commission from Lord North, the 
British Prime Minister, non-political and 
observe the scene the North American colonies and 
bring back report the then rapidly degenerating 
Anglo-American relations. goes mostly escape 
the public importunings and rumor-mongerings Jen- 
nifer Meredith, who had been reared the same 
ter-households himself under the supervision Dr. 
John Wesley, and who wishes convert 
sister relationship into something more intimate. Lu- 
cian’s father had been killed America, when 
was infant, and his mother had married her former 
husband’s best friend, Ian Scott, Jacobite refugee. 
Lucian questioned his mother’s love for him and thus 
went also discover what manner woman was 
who could abandon her first-born. 


America feels free and happy for the first time 
the home Ian Scott who appears wise and 
trustworthy advisor. finds his supposedly heartless 
mother charming and lovable woman; but most 
all attracted his half-sister, Brigid, with whom 
wishes could fall love. When learns that 
young William Johnson, half-Indian son the famous 
Sir William and Molly, suing for Brigid’s hand, 
protests from his European viewpoint the Indian 
degenerate being. But then, visit Johnson 
Hall, discovers that the Johnsons and their 
tives are really charming people and even becomes con- 
verted the noble-red-man viewpoint. Lucian plights 
brotherhood with Shamanth, half-chief the Shaw- 
nees and, when hears that Jennifer pursuing him 
America, decides trip into the Ohio country 
where can investigate the problems Indians and 
settlers and traders. Betrayed another group 
Indians Simon Girty, whom had angered 
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earlier incident, Lucian tortured and saved from 
death only because young William Johnson pledges 
his honor and property guerdon for the truth 
Lucian’s relationship Shamanth. 


Lucian then taken the village Shining Arrow, 
chieftainess the Shawnees, who cares for him ten- 
derly and who strangely familiar and loving her 
attitude. She gives Lucian the young Stained Breast, 
really captive white girl, assuage his hungers; and 
Lucian, reminded Brigid, falls half-way love with 
her. When returns restores Stained Breast 
her relatives Philadelphia with half-promise 
return and marry her. Back England Jennifer finally 
enters the picture again only put away insane 
and Lucian learns that his real mother Shining Arrow 
who has been wilderness mistress his father. Now 
free marry Brigid Scott and return America 
where his destiny lies. 


Along with the story goes outline analysis Anglo- 
American relations based the standard view that 
England wished only exploit the colonies who were 
seeking freedom only they could not obtain justice 
the Commonwealth. One deviation, however, has 
Lord North under control the King rather than 
acting constitutional prime minister. favorable 
impression given the Johnsons and their allies 
wth hint the atrocities come the next ten 
years. Lucian has illicit relations not only with Stained 
Breast, whom immediately abandons favor 
Brigid, but also with Richarda, girl his estate. 


acceptance these relations normal make the 


book suitable only for adult readers. 


The Torrents Spring 


Turgenev, Ivan 
Feb. 1960. 188p. $3.75. 


Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 
(IIb) 

Dimitry Sanin first saw Gemma Lenoré, unusually 
beautiful girl Italian parentage, Frankfort, Ger- 
many, the year 1840. fell love with her 
once, but unfortunately she was already engaged 
Herr Klueber, solid German citizen and the owner 
prosperous clothing store. few days afterwards 
invited with Gemma and her 
fiancé. While table, she insulted drunken 
army officer. Klueber fumes and rages the hotel 
management and the military authorities, but Sanin 
challenges the culprit duel. This incident helps 
Gemma make important decision: she breaks off 
her engagement and chooses instead marry the gal- 
lant defender her honor. 


Overjoyed Sanin plans sell his estate Russia and 
settle down Frankfort. former schoolmate, whom 
happens meet, informs him that his wife, Maria 
Nikolayevna, independently wealthy and might 
Prospective buyer. But the young and attractive Maria 
becomes more interested possessing Sanin than his 


Property. She cunningly baits the trap, and within 
three days Gemma’s shining knight armor has be- 
come her helpless victim. But time great healer. 
The heart-broken Gemma later emigrates America 
and happily marries. And Sanin? Well, crime doesn’t 
pay. His life ruined his mistress who soon casts 
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him aside child does toy which has grown 
tired. 

the Introduction his smooth-flowing translation, 
David Magarshack points out some striking similarities 
between the life Ivan Turgenev and the incidents 
this story. You are almost ready believe that the 
noted Russian novelist has written his own autobiog- 
raphy the form fiction. any rate his portraits 
the different characters the book are excellently 
drawn and true life. one the unforgettable 
scenes, Gemma’s mother weeping the sudden 
switch her daughter’s affections from Klueber 
Sanin; but the midst her tears she still manages 
ascertain the Russian’s financial status preent and 
his prospects for the future. But the author goes 
little too far his description the second and third 
sordid romance Sanin’s life that had such tragic 


ending. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Williams, Lawrence The Fiery Furnace 
Simon and Schuster. Feb. 24, 1960. 217p. $3.50. (III) 
With weird theme, Freudian concept, Lawrence 
Williams’ first novel expertly told se- 
quence that will all probability visually enter- 
entertainment fields himself, that writes knowing- 
the brief Hollywood episodes ;and his wide ex- 
perience short stories ,novelettes and serials for 
popular magazines has contributed immeasurably his 
craft telling fast-moving, adventurous and melo- 
dramatic story. 

Briefly, the hero, John Tarrant, discovers early 
age that the sight fire neighbor’s field the 
cause his unsettled dreams red-haired sales girl. 
Instead sublimating this sexual pleasure, fans the 
flames, and when permanently cripples his brother 
setting fire the hayloft, his growing pyromania 
becomes burden fear. His trail extinguished 
flames destroys his career Hollywod and flees the 
country Italy. Here leaves trail hotel room 
fires, repentant and apologizing; but the temptation 
remains too strong. 

Sicily carnival time, meets attractive lady 
photographer and forced decide between mar- 
riage and continuation fiery pleasures. Matters 
become complicated when Sicilian blackmailer con- 
fronts him with incriminating documents. picaresque 
chase ensues from Sicily Palermo, aboard ship 
New York City and finally rapid culmination 
events his boyhood home. Here, rescuing his crip- 
pled brother from another fire not him, 
purged his evil desire, and lives happily with 
Carla, the lady his choice, happily ever after. 
This sounds pedestrian but the sequences are arranged 
flashback manner, winningly worded, that con- 
stant progression effected the telling. Descriptive 
scenes are highly graphic and effortless stream-of- 
consciousness writing depelops much sympathy for 
unsympathetic character. 

The opening and continuing scenes Sicilian carni- 
val are unforgettable. They are graphically detailed 
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and set tone interest for succeeding events. For 
this carnival the church bazaar schoolyard, 
but “carne vale” and demands sophistication the 
reader uncertain terms. Carla, the lady photog- 
rapher, remains urbane and unknowing until the final 
chapters, and Signor Blandino, the blackmailer, has 
persuasive polish grant him minor place the 
roster great rascals. 


Despite hurried conclusion, the story remains witty 
and audacious and hard discern the advertised 
“charm” the hero, whose chronicle horrifying 
its guilt-laden complexities. Suitable only for the dis- 
criminating and mature adult. 


Judson, LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Druon, Maurice The Curtain Falls 
Scribner. Feb. 29, 1960. 668p. $5.95. (IV) 


During the clasing days World War II, the 
Army produced filmed documentary instruct its 
troops the “why” our fighting. One the most 
alarming cuts was scene depicting Adolph Hitler 
dancing merry jig the news the fall Paris. 
The fact French defeat was sad indeed; the speed 
with which was accomplished alarming. 
Theories explain are many and one those 
moral: stern finger pointing the decline French 
family life. this particular novel Maurice Druon, 
translated Humphrey Hare, mirror held 
French life between the two great wars modern 
times, have added evidence bring support 
the thesis that corruption can explain French weakness. 


Certainly this story corruption high places. 
puzzling for reviewer working his way through 668 
long pages greed, egotism, adultery, abortion, perver- 
sion decipher whether bitter satire quiet approval 
the key this trilogy. Literature must give nobil- 
ity some kind merit place. ask the 
patient, discriminating reader these pages search 
for the noble. Surely there must virtue some 
kind, only highlight the depravity. found prac- 
tically none. For some few there may lesson here: 
animal lust leads the human despair. Speaking 
the main protagonist the author ends his book with this 
curtain ‘line, “Living degrades, course; but for Simon 
Lachaume, for the world represented, was still 
the only way exist.” must our prayer that 
modern France not represented. 


The sweep this story involves two powerful families 
France, The Shoudler and the Monnerie line. 
During World War grouped about the bedside 
Jacqueline, Schoudler daughter and Monnerie 
wife, are representatives the families attending upon 
the birth her new son. That son, Jean-Noel, will 
bridge the three books this triology and both and 
his sister will witness through childish and adult eyes 
the murky tragedy the family’s history. Jacqueline, 
the young mother, comes closest heroic mold some 
kind. She truly love with her husband, devoted 
and faithful him and her children but 
doomed experience her husband driven suicide 
cruel, jealous father; and second marriage leading 
her own murder maddened husband’s hand. 
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With her death the last vestige character nobility 
fades. 


The family heads are either avaricious, the case 
Baron Schoudler who thrives power, money and 


hatred; lustful, which taken for granted just 


about everyone normal part life. And about 
this swirls, briefly and sporadically, the signs 
olic France: the priest called handle those necessary 
things which contribute the proper kind funeral. 
God given His due. Some the sex madness strains 
credibility, and especially the part the woman 
characters. For example: old, withered year old 
woman “panting and fascinated the display un- 
faltering virility.” And her very young husband savors 
“the hideous spectacle she represented: the appalling 
deformation her features, the madness her eye, 
the gestures her old limbs.” This the same young 
boy whose birth the story unfolded. His curtain 
scene, after many affairs with men and women, in- 
cestuous. “Was their fault that they were physically 
made for each other, and mischance happened 
brother and sister?” the author means that question 
seriously the writing can only viewed stupid 
immature the stuff True Confessions and 
Modern Romance. 


And, mind you, these men and women who people 
this book are mighty France through wealth, posi- 
tion, talent. Professor Emile Latois, brilliant surgeon 
and elected member the Academy uses his surgeon’s 
skill seduce patient and when rebuffed merely 
summons “resigned and acquiescent Simon 
Lachaume starts from poverty 
trampling over anyone who stands his way until 
reaches the highest Ministerial Offices the French 
government. His selfishness and egotism are revolting 
leaps from bed bed. 


The sordid becomes commonplace and tiresome. The 
writing has its good moments but the value thing 
like this for the few and terms warning: 
such decadence comes only ruin and fleeting glimpse 
hell upon earth. 
Eugene Linehan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


O’Connor, Flannery The Violent Bear Away 
Straus Cudahy. Feb. 24, 1960. 243p. $3.75. 


this novel, all her fiction, Miss 
literary technique shock her reader into reality. 
This she must because the modern reader is, 
fortunately, spiritually hard hearing and myopic. 
Thus she shouts clearly and draws large and startling 
figures show distortions for what they are,—not 
natural things, but ugly and repugnant distortions. 
This she does using her eyes the security her 
faith, her talents the service mystery, she 
fully reveals what she sees from where she is: Man 
and life they actually are, sharply seared trans- 
lating into fiction masterpiece shocking truth ,not 
pious cliché. “The Kingdom Heaven suffers 
lence, and the violent bear away.” 
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fourteen-year-old orphan, Francis Marion Tarwater, 
has lived backcountry, Powderhead, Tennessee, with 
Mason Tarwater, his great uncle, self-styled Prophet. 
The eighty-four-year-old man makes two “prophecies,” 
(1) that the Lord will call Tarwater pro- 
phet; (2) that Tarwater will baptize Bishop, idiot son 
the old man’s nephew, Rayber. The story the 
opposition and fulfillment Tarwater’s mission. 


The struggle between Tarwater and Rayber over the 
latter’s simpleton son only one widening wave the 
pool this tragic-comic story. The strong spiritual 
undertow carries every character the center Tar- 
water’s soul. has cast “the bread life” away, 
denied his mission. has his uncle Rayber, and for 
almost the same reason,—the force them, the King- 
dom, suffers violence; the bread tastes extraordinarily 
bitter. ordinary bitterness they could both take 
deal. What Tarwater cannot take the fact that 
Christ more than pure spirit. wants hear the 
voice the Lord “out clear and empty sky.” 
wants untouched “by any human hand breath.” 
Any human involvement lowering Himself. 
has sense the Incarnation which terrifies him. 
When feels the presence Christ through things 
quickly turns away. 


for Rayber, for him accept the force him would 
mean accepting Bishop. believes the love has 
for Bishop senseless and takes away from his human 
dignity. Bishop has spiritual intellectual poten- 
tial his own. Christianity repulsive Rayber be- 


cause means living and sanctifying what intellectu- 


ally valueless. Rayber woefully wrong; but what 
extent can called sinner? This the question 
about modern man and Miss O’Connor cannot pre- 
sume offer any answer. 


his encounter with Rayber that Tarwater knows 
running away from his vocation. has bad 
conscience. perceives Christ even the silence. 
has, fact, the passion the ascetic, potentially. 
does not make him ascetic because does not 
know anything about asceticism; but makes him will- 
ing wrestle with his destiny. His prototype Jonah, 
but there also some Jacob him. himself would 
prefer Moses and speak with the Lord the 
burning bush. wants dramatic sign his elec- 
tion; but has recognize Christ before sees the 
bush burning, even only the woods which 
himself has set fire; and only after has 
acknowledged Christ that can see God the woods 
burning. His constant friend and mentor, the Devil, 
actualized near the end this novel ,is the one who 
shows Tarwater what means deny “the bread 
life.” 

The complications, crises, and conclusions this “Mys- 
tery” story are realistically and artistically recorded 
finely chiseled prose that the reader marvels the 
marvels Miss O’Connor works. true literary artist, 
she engages her craftsmanship her own clear and 
vigorous prose tell story illuminated the central 
Christian mystery: Man’s redemption Christ. She 
created novel magnitude for mature readers. 


Recommended. 
John Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Borland, Hal The Seventh Winter 
Lippincott. Feb. 256p. $3.95. (Ila) 


page one this authentic cow country novel, cattle- 
man Jeff Ross heads out from Denver into ominous 
November blizzard. Fighting his way through the wind 
and snow toward his sprawling ranch the Bijou 
River, lets his thoughts back the major deci- 
sions that have brought him these rolling, grass- 
covered hills Colorado. had abandoned his law 
studies become cattle drover the long trail drives 
from Dallas New Orleans and occasionally Saint 
Louis. had married Loretta when the girl really 
loved jilted him for wealthy suitor. had taken 
off for the Civil War and distinguished himself the 
Confederate cavalry and, after the defeat, had staked 
all the move Colorado with small herd Texas 
cattle and fresh new dream. the time Jeff battles 
his way through the storm the ranch, the reader 
knows this going brutal, soul-trying winter. 


Undoubtedly there were men like Jeff Ross the move 
Texas and Colorado the 1860’s and 70’s, men 
purpose ,tough, self-reliant, and proud their man- 
hood. Jeff boasts that has never seen river 
couldn’t cross, Indian couldn’t bluff, horse 
couldn’t But man the saddle often 
lonely, and lonely man has time think the deci- 
sions has had make the forks along the trail. 
Ultimately, the intangibles that battle Jeff: why 
cannot exorcise the image Amy, the girl had lost, 
accept the crippled son Loretta bore him, or, for that 
matter, accept life itself its own terms rather than 
demand that life shape itself his own wishes. 


The hills Jeff covers with cattle country that Borland 
knows well and has written about expertly number 
earlier novels and especially High, Wide and 
Lonesome, distinguished narrative his own life 
the area. manages convey much the en- 
chantment the open space and wind-swept rise held 
for our pioneering forbears and makes vivid the ter- 
rible toll the freezing wind and heavy snow exacted 
their courage and endurance. this convincing ac- 
count cruel winter when man’s cattle starve and 
the elements seem mock his desperate efforts save 
them. Borland develops the stoical theme that the 
meaning life lies the power man has make 
choice the fork the trail and survive the worst 
fate has store with perhaps some small segment 
his dreams intact. 


The Seventh Winter should more than satisfy the seri- 
ous reader and, acute and sentient are Borland’s 
observations, the time reaches the last page 
will doubtless feel though has been the range 
himself, aching and freezing the saddle. 


William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Harris, John Sunset Sheba 
Sloane. Feb. 17,1960. 248p. $3.95. (IIb) 


This novel South Africa the beginning the 
first World War. The Boer War had not been over 
very long and the country was restive under English 
rule and nearby was German colony. this rather 
dramatic setting our novel emerges disappointingly 
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typical Western African garb. tells the story 
chase, company soldiers after lad and his 
girl companion, who, incidentally, has been leading the 
life prostitute. 


The chase goes and down, back and forth, with the 
casuality everything not very clear, even the mem- 
bers the pursuing party; however there plenty 
opportunity describe the country and the animals 
and the people. All this comes end when the 
pursued finally hole out steep slope (Sheba) and 
light artillery gun has brought dislodge 
them. 


story don’t think that this book has much 
offer American audience. Their interest the 
sides this, the story cluttered with many local 
terms. Several the characters speak the language 
the country. The main character, dead shot), 
shoots accidentally the two men who are trying help 
him; something which undoubtedly happens 
life but which very frustrating fiction. 


Mr. Harris English and young. newspaper 
reporter and professional cartoonist. has written 
several other novels and, (the dust cover charmingly 
says), lives with his wife and family near the sea 


Sussex. 
James Ball, S.J., 
Buffalo, New York 


Stegner, Mary (Editor) 
Prize Stories 1960; The Henry Awards 
Doubleday. Feb. 18, 1960. 284p. $3.95. (Ila) 


The 1960 edition the Henry Awards has new 
editor, Mary Stegner, the critic, and the introduction 
this volume was written her husband, Wallace 
Stegner, the writer and critic. 


HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 

Hawaii (IIb) Michener 
Advise and Consent (IIb) Drury 
Dear and Glorious Physician 
Poor More (IV) Ruark 
The Devil’s Advocate (Ila) West 
Two Weeks Another Town Shaw 
The Darkness and the Dawn 
Fuel for the Flame (IIb) Waugh 
The Mansion (III) Faulkner 
The War Lover Hersey 
Exodus (IIb) Uris 
Enough Good Men (IIb) Mercer 


Dec. 
Aug. 15, 
Mar. 15, 
Feb. 15, 
Sept. 15, ’59 

Feb. 
Oct. 15, 

Feb. 
Nov. 15, ’59 
Oct. 15, 
Oct. 15, 

Jan. 15, 


NON-FICTION 
Act One 
Folk Medicine (Ila) 
May This House Safe (IIb) 
This God (IIa) 
Wicked, Wicked Ways 
The Joy Music Bernstein 
The Longest Day Ryan 
The Armada (Ila) Mattingly 
Room the Ark 
The Uncertain Trumpet 


Nov. 


Taylor Feb. 15, ’60 


SELLERs 


Here are sixteen stories selected from hundreds short 
stories published the odd magazines consulted 
the editor. Personal taste being what is, this 


viewer, who has never completely agreed with the 


choice the three prize stories previous editions 

the Henry awards, can heartily concur with the 

three 1960 prize stories. They are this order: 

rence Sargent Hall’s “The Ledge,” Philip Roth’s “De. 

the Faith,” and Robin White’s “Shower 
shes.” 


“The Ledge” powerful story fisherman and 
two boys caught ledge the winter sea with the 
incoming tide slowly bringing death. There beau- 
tiful moment the end the story when the boy 
shows sublime faith his father. “Defender the 
Faith” army camp story involving battle-scarred 
Jewish sergeant whose principles are shaken newly 
recruited young soldier the same faith who constantly 
plays the sergeant’s religious convictions and resorts 
connivance extort favors for himself 
Jewish boys, until one final trick forces the sergeant 
show his hand. Ashes” told from the 
viewpoint boy who with his gay, delightfully nosey 
family, are delayed routine visit outpost 
mission India. Their collective suspicions are aroused 
the non-appearance the visited missionary’s wife, 
locked room, and the decadent state into which the 
mission has fallen. When the terrible secret the 
missionary and his wife exposed, the boy grows 
little bit. 


the remaining thirteen stories, Gift Light” 
Elizabeth Enright, Day for Fishing” Janet Fow- 
ler, Endure” Robert Granat, and “Immortality” 
Robert Henderson, are exceptional; and “Ellen 
Craig” Sylvia Berkman, “Sublime Child” Gina 
Berriault, “Live and Like” Herbert Gold, and “Free- 
way Wherever” Maurice Ogden are excellent. 
The balance the sixteen, “In the Caldron” Calvin 
Kentfield, “Encore” James Purdy, “First Dark” 
Elizabeth Spencer, Glass Blessings” Glendon 
Swarthout ,and “Sparrows” Eugene Ziller make 
fine collection. 


Throughout most these stories there awful pre- 
occupation with disaster, death, and finality. the 
conclusion his brilliant and comprehensive Introduc- 
tion, Mr. Wallace Stegner remarks that this not 
gay book,” nor “if lives its obligation 
senting characteristic American writers thinking seri- 
ously about modern life, has the slightest right be.” 
might added, unfortunate that few these 
American writers seem able see beyond the bound- 
aries which limit the span mortal life the immortal 
life the soul. However, good omen that many 
them are groping that direction. 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Simmons, Kenneth Kriegie 
Nelson. Feb. 256p. $3.95. 


“Kriegie” slang for the German word kriegsgefangener 
war. 
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nent camp (mine was Stalag Barth-on-the-Baltic, 
Germany). happened spend months there: 
from January 1944 May 1945. 


Ken Simmons was short-termed guest the Luft- 
waffe, and spent his sojourn Sagan, Stalag Luft 
have never met—although former kriegies 
seem have instinctive awareness one another’s 
past when they meet strangers. The particular 
uniqueness that experience gives them psychologi- 
cal, almost mystical, affinity which needs not much 
communication. Like the ubiquitous Kilroy, 
they were there! 


And comes startling surprise read the factu- 
ally accurate, eminently readable account Ken Sim- 
mons’ prison experience: from the day his plane was 
shot down until his liberation General Patton’s 
Army from What makes 
ordinarily successful biographical narrative the total- 
ity the author’s recall. one who went through 
almost the exactly identical experience, can vouch 
for the unerring portraits and the details this some- 
what curious existence for which there has been 
model, exact counterpart. And, God willing, will 
not happen again. 


Were Kriegie read merely curiosity piece 
would titivate the taste the reader; but Mr. Simmons 
has departed from the conventional sentimental slushi- 
ness (which often marks these war biographies!) 
reveal spiritual odyssey: the discovery God and 
His meaningful design Providence. Because for 
startling almost divinely intercepted incident 
incredibility which Mr. Simmons offers the reader this 
reviewer could offer its reflection—in another place, 
the same time. And this inscrutably wonderful 
mystery love which—without bathetic hog- 
wash—the writer has caught sharply 
And has almost caught the wonder, the grandeur, 
and the supernatural depths man adversity. To- 
gether they add fairly sizeable achievement. 


you detect some bias this review, you may right. 
But Mr. Simmons’ narrative has revealed, once again, 
that “God writes straight with crooked lines.” 


John Coppinger, 


Elmhurst, Illinois 


Cort, David There American the House? 
Macmillan. Feb. 304p. $3.95. (I) 


Since David Cort graduated from Columbia 1924, 
has held responsible editorial positions Vanity 
Fair, Vogue, Time, Life, and the United Nations World. 
has also written five books, the latest the Calm Man, 
brought out Dell 1954. There American 
the House? another compilation short essays, many 
which have appeared Nation, Harpers, Common- 
weal and Western World. All the pieces view with 
alam the American success symbols: big business, 
communications, advertising, television, 
Powerful cars, mass consumption. this enumeration 
lacks logic, does Mr. Cort. 


Mr. Cort divides his latest collection into seven sections, 
Which are indication the scope his war with the 
Merican situation. Section The Devil leads off 
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with description several average, naive, unambitious 
and some what seedy citizens, (for whom Mr. Cort 
seems have predilection), watching crucial game 
between the Giants and the Dodgers. Satan appears 
the shape “handsome, middle-aged man with 
incisive executive manner,” typical devil image for 
Mr. Cort), and tells the fans that the game has been 
fixed favor the Dodgers. winning home run 
the Giants allows Mr. Cort “the belief 
heroism, purity motive and chdracter (is) all but 
dead. The contrary “only human” theory human 
conduct dominates America from bottom top. The 
(devil) was vending safe and sound cliches. The 
Giant fans, the other hand, were harboring wild 
and eccentric faith.” disturbs this reviewer hear 
simple faith human integrity categorized “wild 
and eccentric.” would have happened 
the Cort philosophy the Dodgers had batted the 


winning run? 


Section II, The Tin Ear—Communications, castigates 
women’s magazines, (“loaded with morbid pornogra- 
gossip columnists, (Kilgallen “Frank Male- 
Sullivan “Did his best destroy 
the powerless and vulnerable performer,” Lee Mortimer 
limp and wasted wraith”); and Madison Avenue, 
(“There too much money (in advertising) for too 
little effort. the present phase there very little 
pioneering toward the creation new American 
for one would keen even louder than 
Mr. Cort thought advertising would could “create 
new American habits.” 


section Progress provides Mr. Cort with oppor- 
tunity lash out General Motors’ Technical Center 
and team research, chemical fertilizers, D.D.T., the 
rights pedestrians versus drivers, water rights, chain 
stores versus small business, (Hasn’t this issue been 
around along time?), and the pyramiding wealth 
insurance companies, (“a vast, underground hoard, 
along with the broken hopes all the generations 
foolish 


the Empire Builders Mr. Cort airs his opinion the 
road building and traffic problem, (“fewer cars the 
road”!); new cars; and Queen Elizabeth, (“a priggish 
school girl, captain the school field hockey 
The final three sections, America, The Higher Com- 
munications, and Final Word Ressurance continue 
similar themes nauseam. 


David Cort invariably the side the angels, for 
slightly illogical reasons. Any one his essays taken 
alone might entertaining and provocative. Collected 
all together however, the carping tone becomes unpleas- 
antly strident. 
Genevieve Casey, 
Detroit, Michigan 


Blanshard, Paul God and Man Washington 
Beacon. Jan. 25,1960. $3.50. (III) 


This book obviously inspired the current possibility 
Catholic candidate for the Presidency. adds 
little the views Mr. Blanshard has already expressed, 
(in American Freedom and Catholic Power), the 
alleged threat posed his Catholic fellow-citizens 
the foundations American freedom. Mr. Kennedy 
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were withdraw from the presidential race tomorrow, 
the book would die early and unlamented death. 


The author demands that Catholic candidate for the 
White House reveal specifically his attitude toward 
“the Church’s stand for (1) complete abolition di- 
vorce, (2) complete prohibition contraceptives, (3) 
the obligation the state support Catholic schools 
with public funds, Church censorship, (5) discrimi- 
nation against Protestants, Jews and unbelievers 
mixed marriage, and (6) creedal segregation Catholic 
children separate school system, with theological 
penalties for parents who refuse their bishops’ orders 
boycott public schools.” Mr. Blanshard himself 
raises the question the relevancy these questions: 
“Some Catholic critics may protest that such questions 
divorce and marriage cannot logically injected 
into Presidential campaign when national divorce 
and marriage proposals are before the voters.” (And 
lawyer Blanshard knows, course, that would take 
constitutional amendment bring them within the 
power federal government!) This objection met 
with the bland reply: “Their logic technically sound 
but quite unrealistic. Voters who are suspicious 
certain anti-democratic and reactionary features 
Catholic policy will not make such fine distinctions.” 
Mr. Blanshard’s purpose seems make sure that 
they not! 

would easy criticize the book from the viewpoint 
scholarship. little short fantastic ascribe 
the influence the Catholic Church the legal doc- 
trine that the courts will, cases property disputes 
congregation, recognize the internal law each 
church determinative church membership, the 
Supreme Court did 1870 (in case involving the 
Presbyterian Church) and reaffirmed 1952 (in case 
involving the Russian Orthodox Church). And 
sure that Senator Mike Monroney will surprised 
find himself listed Catholic (p. scholarly 
apparatus footnotes quite impressive, until they are 
checked against the text. instance, stated 
(p. 53) that after the McCollum decision (1948): 
“Reed became hero the Catholic law journals, 
while the Catholic bishops mourned over the amazing 
departure Justice Murphy from the principles his 
the appended footnote gives reference 
the official report the case, (in which presumably 
the Catholic bishops were given opportunity 
express their grief), and book Justice Reed. 
Examples could multiplied, particularly the insis- 
misrepresentations what Catholic doctrine 
really is. 

Mr. Blanshard’s basic problem, however, seems 
that Catholics insist being Catholics and under the 
guidance the Church. Apparently, finds incon- 
sistency believing democratic form government 
and accepting the teaching authority the Church. 
“If Catholic candidate) believes freedom 
choice the foundation democracy, must some- 
how square that conviction with the system dictation 
under which these policies (the six points referred 
above) are imposed Catholics fiat.” Mr. Blan- 
shard seems constitutionally incapable under- 
standing that Catholics are Catholics and accept the 
teaching authority the Church because they want to, 
and that Catholic unity achieved “the conspiracy 
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free human wills.” American Catholics tried 
enforce Church censorship, the regulations for mixed 
marriage, attendance Catholic schools, upon their 
fellow-citizens law, then Mr. Blanshard would have 
every reason object, and all would have reason 
for concern. But Catholics freely accept the right 
the Church enforce her own laws upon Catholics 
only ecclesiastical penalties, Mr. Blanshard may pity 
but should not condemn Catholics un-American, 


There are many aspects Church-State relationships 
which present serious problems. unfortunate that 
man Mr. Blanshard’s talents should use his best 
efforts confuse and obscure the issues intead 
ing toward mutual undertanding and cooperative 
tions through free and honest discussion. 


Joseph Snee, S.J., Ph.D., 
Georgetown University, 
Washintgon, 


Bowen, Elizabeth Time Rome 
Knopf. Feb. 15, 1960. 246p. $4.00. (1) 


This difficult book. Despite the opinion Gilbert 
Highet, quoted the fly-leaf, not “like taking 
experience, rather like being bundled through five 
day CIT tour whose garrulous cicerone out justify 
the guarantee that his pilgrims everything.” Miss 
Bowen’s style tortuously fashioned, purposefully 
Hence the reader finds himself burdened with the 
author’s attempt recapture, syllable syllable and 
second second, every sensation and almost every 
reaction she experienced her first, this, her second 
visit the Eternal City. 

Miss Bowen confesses that the book very personal— 
the record three-month visit after absence 
twenty years. Despite the interval, she knows Rome 
exceedingly well. She has keen sense perception, 
exacting feel for authentic sights, sounds, even 
smells. But she indulges Henry 
for recording every last twist her individual reactions 
Rome modern, and Rome ancient. Thus: “Above 
ground, pleasures and places One another 
desire curiosity shaped courses for runs 
The pursuit through Rome one artist, such Bernini, 
tracking down vestiges some epoch, search 
for the answer some enigma exciting troubling 
mind, but not, seemed anyone 
that sort could enough keep zigzagging about 
the city, not much random might appear” 
(p. 171). 

Someone with the grasp Rome’s topography 
sessed Hare (Walks Rome) Dorothy 
Robathan (Monuments Ancient Rome) whom 
the author acknowledges debt, might able follow 
her description the great Roman roads leading out 
the city, and more particularly her “doing” the 
Forum. She does retell the story St. Paul’s trip 
Rome, exceedingly well; and throughout there are 
nificent pages. But guide book, makes for tough 
sledding; literature, hard reading. 


Accademia Alfonsiana, 
Rome, Italy 
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Flynn, Errol Wicked, Wicked Ways 
Putnam. Jan. 438p. $4.95. (III) 

Frrol Flynn’s life was exciting any portrayed 
the screen. The wide world was his setting and his 
appetite for new experience was insatiable. While his 
presentation honest and forceful, has treated 
delicate matters delicately. 


The tenor the recent generation the Flynn family 
was agnostic, went his way, and wound 
Hollywood.” Flynn describes himself unman- 
ageable child, noting that his mother has never altered 
her opinion him devil boy’s clothing.” The 
route from Tasmania Hellywood was 
way Australia, New Guinea, the Orient and Europe. 


During his twenty years Hollywood Flynn learned 
live like millionaire, find himself “broke” and 
owing two million dollars. When his trusted business 
manager died left the message, “Tell Errol I’m 
Then Errol began carrying kit stamped 
Enterprises,” containing vodka, glasses, and 
quinine water. 


Off around the world again, Flynn looked for woman 
who would not bore him, hate notice him thinking 
reading; one who would say love and not mean 
house. was pursued women seeking attach 
every cent ever earned hoped earn. ran 
from mother who had consolation for him the 
arms phenomenal number wives and mistresses 
whose possessiveness covered him like blanket 
oxygen tent.” 


revolutionary leaping into revolutions that did 
not concern him, hero seeking something heroic 
about. This was the search. Where did lead? No- 
where. Each venture added stone pile 
confusion.” Looking back asks, “What was 
doing with sword one hand and garter the 
speaks feeling hoaxed life, becom- 
ing something other than what had set out be. 
had wanted something for the human race.” 
Who say has not. Surely, only half what 
tells his experience with women true, 
enough make shudder how many our sisters 
interpreted their roles preservers and nurturers 
life. revealing his frustrations, has given all 
frightful, painful, and hopefully unsettling glimpse 


our own shortcomings. 
Dorothy Kashuba 


Slade, Madeleine The Spirit’s Pilgrimage 
Coward-McCann. Jan. 29,1960. 318p. $5.75. 
Madeleine Slade the daughter officer the 
Royal British Navy, her childhood was somewhat 
unusual that there were frequent moves various 
parts England, with one stay India when her 
became Admiral and Commander-in-Chief 
the East India Station. She was not only child, 
she was child who spent much time very happily 
alone, with real kinship with nature—trees, flowers, 
animals—a trait which apparent all through her life. 
She developed interest music and, with the dis- 
covery Beethoven, felt that she had found “fami- 
liar,” some one her inmost being recognized and knew. 
rough her love for Beethoven, she met the Scottish 


concert artist Lamond, and through him the French 
writer Romain Rolland who had written biographical 
and critical account Beethoven. She learned French 
order meet Rolland who encouraged her read 
his life Gandhi, that time known outside 
India. Her reading this book marked high point 
her life: she wanted only India join 
Gandhi and the work was doing. obstacles 
were put her way, and she spent the next year pre- 
paring herself for life disciple Gandhi, learning 
spin and weave, reading Gandhi’s weekly Young 
India, and learning best she could the Urdu language, 
which had been recommended the most usable 
the Indian dialects. She began also read the great 
Hindu literature. Finally she wrote the Mahatma 
that she wished join him. His answer was wel- 
come her whenever she might come, but warn her 
also that life would both difficult and uncomfortable. 


the end her year’s training, she went India 
and became part Gandhi’s family. “Bapu,” 
Father, was affectionately known all who 
worked with him, welcomed her his daughter, and 
she conceived love for and devotion him that grew 
throughout his lifetime. feeling for Bapu was 


intensely personal one, separation from him when 


went trips was nearly unbearable, and when Bapu 
was fasting for India, did many times, she 
suffered perhaps more than he. There were other prob- 
lems well. Gandhi undertook many experiments 
eating, most which were not successful, and caused 
illness among his followers well for himself. 
Madeleine Slade’s health was poor during her whole 
life India. She suffered recurrent attacks malaria, 
but much her ill-health was caused her own 
nervous tension, tension brought her too-intense 
devotion Bapu, and also the understandable diffi- 
culties adjusting the type life she was living, 
the people, and the climate India. 

Gandhi’s labors make India free country 
brought the British powers more and more against him, 
naturally all his associates were closely watched. 
Miss Slade, known since her “adoption” Gandhi 
Mira behn, was finally arrested and spent year jail. 
After her release she went England lecture tour 
and from there America, tell all who would listen 
what was that Gandhi was trying do. She was 
happy return India spite all its difficulties 
for her. Emotionally she was never really peace. 
effort solve her problems she “took silence” 
and spent over year almost complete silence. 
She received much inspiration from her deeper reading 
the Hindu philosophy and from her constant corre- 
spondence with Bapu, whom she saw rarely. She 
always had real friendship with animals, whether 
was the donkey she used for travel, the cats the 
family establishment, the toads who one time 
moved with her. 


After the start World War II, Gandhi and many 
his associates including Mira were arrested. They spent 
the next two years isolated the Aga Khan’s Poona 
Palace. When the war was over they were released 
and Gandhi immediately went back his efforts for 
united free India. After his assassination, Mira behn 
stayed India continue her work with the Indian 
people. 
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Obviously the foregoing skips much interest and im- 
portance this biography. personal and intimate 
story unusual and curious person. There much 
interest the student Indian affairs, and Mahatma 
Gandhi becomes real and tremendous personality. 
The book itself most matter-of-fact, both the tell- 
ing Gandhi’s work, but especially concerning Made- 
leine Slade. She never undertakes analyzze her own 
emotions nervous tensions, which probably just 
well. There are frequent, though think not deliberate, 
gently humorous passages. The simplicity with which 
Miss Slade writes almost naive. 


would have been grateful for map India and for 
glossary proper names and Indian expressions. The 
latter are frequently explained English synonym, 
but one forgets; the Indian names appear similar 
the untrained eye, that persons other than those who 
appear regularly, tend become confused. The fore- 
word Vincent Sheean especially valuable, that 
prepares the reader for exactly the kind biography 
that follows, without infringing any way the story. 


Edith Howley, 


Madison, New Jersey 
Sheean, Vincent Nehru: The Years Power 
Random House. Jan. 22, 1960. 285p. $5.00. (Ila) 


During the past few years India has given least two 
really great men history. may well that, the 
course time, the follower Nehru will accorded 
even greater place than the leader Ghandi. 
Jawaharlal Nehru was born Allahabad, November 
14, 1889, distinguished and well-to-do family, high 
Brahmin caste. His father was eminent lawyer 
who became one the great leaders the nationalist 
movement. The younger Nehru had wealth, health, 
caste, looks, imagination and intellect. Leadership was, 
for him, easy acquire accept; was his both 
through his own gifts and inheritance. 

But and his father were not the only members 
the Nehru family become leaders Indian affairs. 
His only daughter, Indira, president the Congress 
Party, still far the leading political party India. 
One his sisters, Vijalakshmi Pandit, best known 
them all outside India. She has been ambassador 
Moscow, ambassador Washington, High Commis- 
sioner London and leader delegations the Uni- 
ted Nations. 

Nehru was educated Harrow and Cambridge, acquir- 
ing uncommon Englishness which has never alto- 
gether left him.” returned India 1912 and, 
was “wholly absorbed and wrapped” the 
nationalist movement. are not told just when 
joined Ghandi. Certain is, however, that was 
soon recognized second only Ghandi himself and 
that now commonly regarded Gandhi’s “heir.” 
That not imply that Nehru has ever adopted the 
monastic rules the religious basis the Mahatma. 
The author calls Nehru “the most conspicuous example 
the non-Ghandian Ghandian.” 

The India today one the largest and most popu- 
lous countries the world and includes most the 
562 separate states that, prior independence 1947, 
had been linked the British Crown but not one 
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another. More than twenty-six major languages and 
two predominant religions nothing simplify the 
internal problems new government burdened from 
the start with the necessity absorbing many states 
and rigid caste system 

Externally, uneasy truce with Pakistan, has existed 
for years connection with Kashmir, claimed both 
India and Pakistan, but which “acceded” India 
1947. The occupation Tibet Communist 
last year has brought relations with that country almost 
the breaking point. 

Despite the main problems home and abroad, Nehry 
has, the relatively short time since independence, 
made his country one the recognized powers the 
world today. His first Five Year Plan was 
the second promises even more 
tion and education are making real progress coun- 
try previously largely agricultural, predominately 
ate, lacking many essential natural resources. The 
weight Indian opinion factor world affairs. 

Prime Minister, Nehru not only largely respon- 
sible for all this; had had direct hand most 
it. prodigious worker and speaker, although 
the author says not orator. has visited 
every part, although, course, not every village 
his huge country. Cornerstones everywhere attest his 
presence. 

Most Indians call him “our Prime Méinister.” 
friends call him “J.N.,” (westerners can grateful 
the Indians for their custom referring their leaders 
their initials; many names ,such 
varti Rajogopalachari, would real tongue twisters). 
History will call him great. 
Nehru has demonstrated again and again his adherence 
democratic principles. Every one has the right 
speak his piece. The press truly free press “This 
the .democratic way, which firmly and deeply 
believes.” international affairs consistently 
lows his three concepts non-alignment, (in which 
his attitude very similar that expressed George 
Washington the latter’s farewell address); the 
suit peace when possible; and the preservatioin and 
furtherance the national interests India. 

The book much more about India than about 
leaders and the parts they have played their coun 
try’s growth. Perhaps these are good things, especially 
for the occidental who knows little India, its 
peoples the impact the caste system. 
tunately, the author does not adways adhere the 
“simplicity utterance” which ascribes Nehru. 
nous,” “lucubrations” and many another are good Eng 
lish words but they not make for easy reading. The 
book is, none the less, interesting and 


reading. 
Moses, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Regler, Gustav The Owl 
Farrar, Straus and Cudahy. Feb. 18, 1960. 375p. $5.00. 


The Owl Minerva autobiographical 
the exciting incidents Regler’s sixty-three 
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life thus far. (The translation from the German 
Norman Denny.) Although individual parts are inter- 
esting, the book does not hang together whole. 
And the author far from appealing character. 


After two chapters devoted his childhood, Regler 
recounts his German army experiences World War 
1917, the age twenty, Regler blew French 
pillbox and became poison gas casualty. After 
harrowing hospital stay, was released from the army. 


The post-war years are well but perhaps too minutely 
written. Regler joined the Berlin volunteers help 
suppress the Reds. Luckily received official dis- 
charge from the Berlin group; stood him good 
stead when was later hunted because the Com- 
munist uprising Munich. 


Munich met Lotte, who was become his first 
wife; and Harry, who would eventually run off with 
Lotte. Regler married May 1924 and went with 
Lotte Leipzig discover that her family was very 
wealthy and become one the managers her 
father’s textile empire. After the couple had two chil- 
dren, Regler left Lotte and went Nuremburg and 
joined the editorial staff Jewish newspaper. 
met Julius Streicher passing out nude pictures. 


1929 Regler goes Worpsede (near Bremerhaven), 
meets Marie Louise, falls love with her and together 
they Paris until their money gives out. Then they 
Berlin. 


1930 Regler and Marie Louise retired house 
Aix-en-Provence, where Cezanne had housed his can- 
vases, and was there sheltered Frenchman who 
had been the pill-box that Regler had blown up. 
Later went Avignon and decided write the 
story unhappy priest and also Connecticut 
Yankee type satire miracles. His next venture 
was freethinkers’ “propaganda tour 
advocate Franco-German friendship.” 


1932 Regler the Communist party Berlin 
and stayed until Hitler took over Chancellor. 
escaped the last outgoing train and went his home 
Merzig the Saar. After the Saar was lost Hitler, 
the two Reglers went Paris, and there Gustav col- 
laborated the Brown Book, exposé Nazism. 
But there also first fell under the Russian domina- 
tion, which required its lackeys their talents but not 
their thoughts. his work, Regler met Koestler, Mal- 
raux, Ann Seghers (whom hated), and Manés Sper- 
ber (who still publishing). 
1934, Regler and Marie Louise went Russia 
attend the Congress Writers that was addressed 
Maxim Gorky. the writers, said Regler, were liqui- 
dated within two years. Among other people, Regler 
met Dimitrov, the head the overrated Comintern, 
(the worldwide conspiratorial organization for the fos- 
tering revolution). The film that prepared 
Russia for the Saar was rejected when Regler brought 
the Saar Communists. 
1935, Regler attended the Writers’ Congress Paris, 
which Gide announced his acceptance Commun- 
im. After disillusioning writers’ congress Russia, 
Regler took off for Spain 1936 and joined the anti- 
tanco forces special Commissar (political) the 
Twelfth Brigade. Regler denies the truth Koestler’s 
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attack the sham fraternity the brigade and calls 
Martha Gellhorn unbiassed witness. 


Hemingway shown spitting the sight Russian 
brutalities the Spanish front, and getting from Regler 
the plot materials for For Whom the Bell Tolls. 
Whether Hemingway will like that statement the 
other one that Ernie loved the Commies hard say. 
Hemingway and Mrs. Roosevelt helped Regler come 
this country full Communist plead for funds 
for the anti-Franco cause (after had been wounded). 


After the beginning World War II, Regler enlisted 
the French army and was shortly thereafter interned 
suspicious person. Eventually released, went 
Mexico, gave his Communist affiliation, resisted 
Hemingway’s efforts reenlist him the cause and 
was refused entrance into the United States. 


Mexico, the Reglers native almost the fashion 
The Rainbow characters. Marie Louise gets cancer 
and the couple, (having been married New York 
three years previously), decide suicide pact. How- 
ever, his wife decides send Regler off various 
archeological expeditions, symbolic gesture. When 
returns, they put elaborate party and Marie 
Louise dies during the party, while seated chair. 


That hasty picture the contents, important pos- 
sibly for another view the various events which 
Regler took part. Anyone who has Malraux’ Man’s 
Hope will find great difficulty taking either Regler 
Hemingway quite seriously the whole topic the 
Spanish Civil War. Regler more honest and blasphe- 
mous than Hemingway, who merely sentimental and 
full courage. 


All the way through Regler’s writing appears the man’s 
accusing conscience that tells him and the reader that 
the author posing, not telling the full truth, and 
blaspheming because refuses admit his guilty 
action. Several times the ex-Communist propagandist 
goes work the causes that Regler fought—the 
Franco troops, the Spanish church, the Pope. There’s 
surprising amount bigoted writing the book. 


And yet there occur any number surprising epigrams 
and political observations that proves Regler man 
more than usual mental ability and agility. What 
disturbing about him that unashamedly frank 
about his viciousness. His species wild man cannot 
tolerated civilized society, nor his species book. 


Joachim Deleiden, O.F.M. 


Montgomery, Field Marshal 
Approach Sanity 
World. Feb. 94p. $2.75. (1) 


the flow events, many conspicuous men express 
their judgments, and these are lost the seldom-con- 
sulted files the daily press the weekly news maga- 
zines. the major issue armaments between West 
and East the fate Berlin and the division 
Germany, many words have been uttered and—to all 
intents and purposes—lost the passing time .is 
well get some permanence and lasting accessibility 
many instances where the prestige the influence 
man makes his thinking significant. Thus, for example, 
have had Field Marshal Montgomery, who held 
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important post NATO, writing letter news- 
paper March 1959 the future usefulness 
NATO itself. accepted invitation visit Mos- 
cow and talk with Khrushchev and returned write 
his impressions private citizen London news- 
paper May 1959. that same month respond- 
invitation and gave Oxford the important 
Chichele lectures the clash attitudes between 
Eas and West. Then July, 1959, again Sunday 
newspaper, expressed himself the issues being 
considered the powers Geneva. 


has put all these together book form, slim 
book, but one for the permanent convenience people 
who wish know what going on. therefore 
welcome the book valuable item reference. 


the opinions expressed this distinguished 
British soldier, there will inevitably some disagree- 
ment, for the issues are broad and controversial, and 
even such really keen mind that this outstanding 
British soldier cannot always meet unquestioned agree- 
ment. thinks that NATO not properly organized 
for its purpose, and that should rest military 
cooperation rather than particularly 
since Gaulle has become intransigeant, and that 
NATO should negotiate not threaten. reports that 
the Russians seem him sincerely desirous 
peace, and the same mind other leading nations 
not wishing re-unification for Germany. Conse- 
quently wishes for more friendly contacts with the 
Russians, and exchange information and commerce 
well superficial amenities. thinks that two 
world wars ended military victory but diplomatic 
failures for the west, because lack understanding 
and foresight. thinks that the “unconditional sur- 
render” attitude caused the current difficulties, because 
left German government which could surrender. 
ends saying that there prospect any effec- 
tive overall agreement the Geneva table, because the 
aim too broad. should, the West, 
thinks, conferring and discussing and try pick 
here and there little bit point which agree- 

ent can reached with Russia. Then, later 
another point. That the only path progress, 
says. Those are the views this penetrating man. 
They can found ready for reference and inspection 
this slim book. 


Your reviewer must bit farther into what may 
very minor detail and speak with approbation 
Monty’s frequent use the term “Hitler’s War” and 
his equally welcome but not quite frequent use 
the term “the Kaiser’s these are possibly 
far preferable the mere numerical designations 
“World War and “World War which have been 
widely used. 


Col. Elbridge Colby, U.S.A. (Ret.), 
Washington, 


Epton, Nina Love and the French 
World. Feb. 14,1960. 368. $5.00. 


This book you can put down readily. Three hun- 
dred and sixty-eight pages devoted exclusively love, 
whether among the French the Zulus, more than 
robust human mind can tolerate steady fare. But 


anyone needs reference book love, might find 
this invaluable. And, for brief sallies into 
realm, has its witty and entertaining moments. 


Obviously great deal research went into the 
paration this volume; exhaustive study, opens 
with the Middle Ages when courtly love was invented 
and the troubadours were its celebrators. Miss Epton 
describes detail the different types 
and love, the ideal feminine beauty, the status 
wives and mistresses,—all profusely illustrated 
amples from the poetry and songs, the memoirs and 
legends the times. She continues, using the same 
method, with love during the Renaissance, (Plato and 
voluptuousness); then the court Louis Quatore, 
through the sophisticated approach the tender 
sion the Eighteenth Century; into the romantic 
posturings the Nineteenth Century, down its 
evitable decline ovr own century cynicism and 
existentialism. 


But naturally, one enamored love would see 
hope for its future; and Miss Epton feels that since the 
end World War II, there has been rebirth and 
“for the first time the traditional gap between love 
and marriage has been breached. The two are 
longer separated they used be.” 


She quotes length from the French philosopher, Jean 
Guitton, whose Essay Human Love has aroused 
some interest France. Guitton believes that love 
religious and that marriage and “the tissue cus 
toms that hag been built around it” protects love from 
everything that menaces it. And find the family 
assuming more important role French life, par 
ticularly among the youth. Guitton says, “Love 
has only just begun its career. full exciting 
possibilities—only very few them have been 
plored.” So, all not lost! 


Miss Epton’s approach love reminds little the 
painter whom Gertrude Stein compared Picasso; 
“puts all the leaves the tree with the result that 
you see neither tree nor leaves.” 


Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Laubach, Frank 


Thirty Years with the Silent Billion 
Revell. Feb. 15, 1960. 383p. $3.95. (III) 


Dr. Laubach, whose current book subtitled 
turing Literacy,” Protestant missionary who for 
several decades has fought illiteracy around the globe. 
With ingenious techniques and the famous “each one 
teach one” slogan, has under both church and 
ernment auspices reached millions illiterates. His 
claim that the Laubach method can effect literacy 
hour would seem, therefore, worthy 
sideration. 


were originally published The Silent Billion 
Speak and are here reproduced with minor 
tions.” His book combined travelogue, autobiog 
raphy, text and homily. Taken part from his jour: 
nal but written more accretion during spare 
ments, cannot said fail literature since that 
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obviously not its intent. evangelist indestruc- 
tible energy who produces book when feels one 
needed, Dr. Laubach this one has sounded battle 


That practising Christian who has won men 
all creeds and none his cause evident. One notes 
happily that race and color are obstacle his apos- 
With one outstanding exception, has 
benevolent approach creeds and institutions 
their adherents. The exception the Catholic Church, 
which for him instrument suppression and 
roadblock Christian progress. 


Dr. and Mrs. Laubach went the Philippines 1915, 
but was 1929 while working with the Moros that 
first attacked illiteracy. native help built 
phonetic alphabet transliterated from Arabic Ro- 
man letters, and soon had language charts, bulletins and 
newspapers circulation. The charts have parallel 
columns letters, phonetic word examples, and me- 
monic picture aids; when individual can read one 
these basic charts, Dr. Laubach considers him liter- 
ate. Although sees the need further training and 
has inspired others carry on, his optimistic defini- 
tion literacy typifies his interest rapid results. 


Enthusiastic and horatory temperament, Dr. Lau- 
bach nonetheless has great patience with his pupils 
whom inspires self-confidence. Once they have 
passed his literacy test does not hesitate send 
them forth teaching both language and Christianity. 
His aim first, disseminate Bibles, hymnals and such 
texts his simplified “Life Jesus”; and second, 
use literacy lever for social and economic reform. 
(He is, for instance, advocate artificial birth con- 
trol.) these ends has not only taught countless 
illiterates, but mounted besieged the press, 
cajoled public officials, and been short dynamic 
prime mover. frequent demand around the 
world, and perpetually the move. 


Dr. Laubach has encountered little difficulty Mo- 
hammedan countries that seems surprised when 
others have. Attending Mohammedan and other non- 
Christian services various lands, finds evidence 
Christianity even those faiths most hostile it. Dr. 
Laubach apparently feels that one can reasonably ad- 
here conflicting faiths, and less concerned over 
doctrinal differences than over hindrances his literacy 
campaign. would like see basic English adopted, 
and upset because the difficult Arabic script held 
sacred Mohammedans. There have been clashes 
civilized areas with literary classicists who view Dr. 
Laubach’s advocacy the vernacular threat 
cultural heritage. 


There are occasional discrepancies the book which 
may minor, but which reveal habits thought 
less than scholarly. Thus Arabic characters have 
least four forms one place and three another; 
one place there are least ninety African languages, 


Dr. Laubach appreciates Catholic support his literacy 
crusade, which has come from the hierarchy well 
the laity; has worked Spain General Franco’s 
Personal invitation; has good Catholic friend; and 
soon. Nevertheless, has publicly opposed the Cath- 
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olic Church educational and other fields, the same 
embattled spirit which, unfortunately, Catholics 
sometimes attack their separated brethren. 


Gros, 
Panama City, Florida 


Post, Charles Johnson 
The Little War Private Post 
Little, Brown. Feb. 340p. $6.50. (IIb) 


The Spanish American War lasted from April Aug- 
ust 1898. That itself was national blessing. The 
the War Department was 
disgrace. Charles Post, New York born, with 
artistic flair volunteered for Army duty 1898. Post 
went Florida and then shipped Cuba for the great 
invasion. participated the siege Santiago 
returning New York racked with fever. Luckily 
lived write amusing and critical tale Army 
stupidity and civilian lust. 


The Secretary War was political hack the name 
Alger. Under his lackadaisical direction American 
soldiers were the recipients canned beef originally 
slated for Japanese coolies, sowbelly, and greasy food 
more suited for Cuban crabs than American soldiers. 


The lack organization the part the War De- 
partment during the Spanish War was appalling. Single 
track railroads were unable adequately supply food 
ammunition the troops. Soldiers were landed 
Cuba lighters. Horses swam ashore, often being 
pushed from transport. Many them drowned 
swam out sea sink watery abyss. Observers 
European governments commented that had the 
United States been fighting first class power would 
have had difficulty landing men Cuba. 


Post relates incidents Army life such soldiers kick- 
ing skulls around crude game rugby. Giant 
land crabs disturbing sleep with their crunching through 
Cuban brush. The constant gripes privates over 
food and poor organization, and winter underwear for 
Cuban heat. 


After months inhuman treatment Post finally ship- 
ped Montauk Point for discharge. Again the camp 
was located the tip Long Island the end 
one track railroad among sedge grass and sand. Again 
the “politicos” sacrificed soldier welfare for profit. 


Post’s bitter indictment the government sad 
commentary the administration William Mc- 
Kinley. That few survived was miracle. 


Suitable for mature readers. Its language and tone are 
not recommended for children. 


Frank Brown, 
University Scranton 


Alsop, Stewart 
Nixon and Rockefeller: Double Portrait 
Doubleday. 1960. 240p. $3.95. 


Unfortunately for the author and publisher, Gover- 
nor Nelson Rockefeller withdrew from the race for the 
Republican nomination for president shortly before the 
release date this double portrait. effort sal- 
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vage some sales, the publishers added two lines the 
jacket, “Rockefeller withdrew—but will drafted?” 
This reviewer doubts that Rockefeller will drafted 
1960. The book, however, retains campaign year 
utility contrasting Nixon and the only other person- 
ality even considered for the Republican nomination. 


essence the book appears merely extension 
few Saturday Evening Post articles. There 
great depth the author’s analyses. 


Nixon portrayed completeiy political man, 
man thoroughly engrossed politics that has 
interest anything else. observer the American 
political scene has ever doubted the energy, determina- 
tion and competence Nixon highly successful 
player the American game politics. What dif- 
ferent that Stewart Alsop stresses what regards 
the tremendous development Nixon into greater 
maturity, understanding and his ap- 
proach political issues. contrast Rockefeller, 
however, Alsop still presents him rather ruthless 
partisan, dedicated his own self-advancement. 
more than one occasion, Nixon presented having 
backed down even President Eisenhower when his own 
political life was stake, but never shown have 
been positive influence the Eisenhower presidency 
and administration except purely partisan matters. 


Rockefeller portrayed possessing many the 
characteristics Nixon, except that Rockefeller the 
highly competent idealistic amateur rather than 
thorough professional politics. idealist with 
careful respect for reality, Rockefeller seen 
growing force within the Republican party and the 
national scene. Apart from Nixon, may well emerge 
the most influential Republican the 


This book worth reading you have any interest 
all American politics. Precisely because Rockefeller 
has withdrawn, this book may serve for the next few 
years the best guide life within the Republican 


party 
Joseph Maloney 


Burns, James MacGregor 

John Kennedy: Political Profile 
Harcourt, Brace. Jan. 13,1960. 309p. $4.75. (I) 
Dinneen, Joseph The Kennedy Family 
Little, Brown. Jan. 26,1960. 238p. $3.95. (1) 
Each these campaign books good example its 
type. Joseph Dineen has spent about thirty years 
covering Boston life and especially politics for the Bos- 
ton Globe. has previously written lively and 
colorful biography James Michael Curley and 
classic study ward politics. The Kennedy Family 
has written lively and colorful account the rise 
famed Irish-American family from ward politics 
national prominence. This book short and very 
good sociological family portrait truly professional 
slick-paper prose. While the present contender for the 
Democratic presidential nomination the cause the 
book’s appearance, John Kennedy presented the 
culmination the rise very talented and con- 
scientious family. 


SELLERs 


James Mac Gregor Burns distinguished Professor 
Political Science. The general public may recall his 
prize-winning profile, Roosevelt: The Lion and the Fox. 
His Congress Trial one the best studies 
American political institutions. also the 
author one the leading texts national 
ment. 1956 was one the early supporters 
Kennedy for president. 


Burns has used his great scholarly skills sort out the 
major factors shaping the political personality John 
Kennedy. Some the material more easily 
sented Dineen’s portrait the Kennedy family. 
Burns, however, gives greater stress the evolution 
John Kennedy from immature 
the apparently approaching leadership the more 
liberal wing the Democratic Party. 


this reviewer the purpose the Burns book 
clear away any doubts the liberal members the 
Democratic party may have about John Kennedy’s 
ness for national leadership. essence, Burns argues 
that these doubts have risen primarily because the 
lic has not recognized that his obvious caution and 
spect for established order have been merely the 
sary tools for prudent advancement the liberal atti- 
tude well nurtured and associated with the Demo 
cratic Party. Kennedy presented man prin- 
ciple who would rather cautiously secure some 
ress than invite defeat for his principles 
emotional dogmatism. 


There appears more elaboration 
freedom-in-spite-of-his-religion than believe 
sary. Kennedy’s comments when the false issue 
control and foreign aid was raised were better and 
riefer. 


Burns has written timely and cogent brief for the 
nomination and election Kennedy president. The 
book interesting reading for the moment, but will 


soon out-dated. 
Joseph Maloney, 
Executive Office, 
Massachusetts State House 


Scott, John Democracy Not Enough 
Harcourt, Brace. Jan. 27, 1960. 186p. $3.95. (1) 


Strangely enough, both the strength and the 
this book lie its brevity. concise and direct 
resumé problems facing what the author calls “the 
Hungry World,” (Asia, Africa, and Latin America), 
and the implications these problems hold for 
ticularly the context the “cold struggle be- 
tween the West and the Communist nations. the 
same time, the author’s “personal survey” seems alto 
gether too fleeting and superficial, and the findings 
reports are such might just easily have been pre- 
pared from published governmental secondary 
sources. This reviewer not impressed any particu 
larly unusual profound insights revelations that 
might traced the fact that this man did make 
extensive tour and did visit the persons influence 
mentions. short, the finished product 
series capsule jottings, notes for future reference 
and development, and not systematic analysis 
evaluation the observations reports. Perhaps the 
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more thorough discussion these matters deserve are 
being saved for forthcoming publication. 


the title suggests, Mr. Scott argues case. Democ- 
racy ideal not enough win the struggle 
face. The Hungry World will almost certainly choose 
full stomach over free ballot forced make such 
choice. Recognizing this, Scott addresses appeal 
for more enlightened programs both direct aid and, 
equally not even more important, indirect assist- 
ance through technical advice and investment. Some 
his most telling points deal with what feels are 
uncritical and unwarranted efforts ape the indus- 
trialized West time and situation where the 
order priority would favor emphasis programs 
agricultural reform. The title holds another implica- 
tion, too, one that might less palatable the devo- 
tees the democratic ideal. this the point made 
that interim period undemocratic domination 
leader party might necessary founda- 
tion for the later emergence sound and stable 
democratic order. The argument effectively present- 
ed, but one lacks sufficient assurance that this interim 
period will have natural terminal point and, assum- 
ing does, one not sure how will recognized 
and the desired final transition democracy-when- 
ready accomplished. 


Much the book places the discussion the negative 
framework (whether preventive 
corrective). gratifying, then, find Scott’s final 
appeal stated more positive terms when insists 
that aid and protection the new nations the world 
should “for such nations rather than against the 
China communism.” The italics are his 
and stress the fact that aid the Hungry World must 
ultimately rest upon spiritual order values that 
would apply regardless its temporal “practical” 
effects. The value books like this would seem 
the contributions they can make expanded 
awareness that the need and the opportunity aid 


exist. 
Gordon Zahn, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Winslow, Kathryn Alaska Bound 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 1,1960. 28ip. $4.95. 


Normally guidebooks and travelogues are hardly recom- 
mended for steady reading unless one planning trip 
and wants fill local information. They are 
usually cut-and-dried guides transportation, lodgings 
and points interest. Miss Winslow has helped 
inject some life into the genre and has come with 
very readable and enjoyable guide the Forty-ninth 
State. One trick which she employs group 
twenty-eight “totems” scattered throughout the text. 
These are brief capsules facts and figures many 
facets Alaskan geography and life unknown the 
majority the “South 48.” The only difficulty 
that some them interrupt the continuity the 
text, and the reader occasionally finds himself the 
middle one without being aware how got there. 


The first chapter divides the state, not into Caesar’s 
three, but into eight parts, eight distinct Alaskas, each 
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quite separate and unique regard topography and 
climate. The title this chapter Visitors are 
Surprised.” Most the book concerned with the 
details planning and executing trip Alaska, and 
the information presented seems quite complete. Miss 
Winslow outlines possible trips land, sea and air, 
quotes rates and offers suggestions based her experi- 
ence traveler and through the state. 


Certainly this will banner year for tourists, and 
there much see and experience this last the 
frontiers. Prices are rather high, but the author guar- 
antees the visitor unforgettable vacation treat. For 
the ordinary reader with such intentions, Alaska 
Bound provides interesting reading and valuable in- 
formation about our new state. does not concern 
itself much with Alaska’s problems, but does give fine 
background for further study its needs and oppor- 


tunities. 
Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Brief Comment 


O’Connor, William Van Campus the River 
Crowell. Jan. 18,1960. 182p. $1.95. (IIb) 

dozen short stories about American college life, 
Mr. O’Connor, (Univ. Minnesota English Professor), 
delineates academic status-seekers. His unifying theme 
from Robert Frost’s quatrain about man’s depend- 
ence love and need. His unifying setting the 
“campus the river.” But his unifying performance 
uniformly dull. Not one the narratives possesses 
its own life; nor does any single character. This telling 
story instead allowing the story tell itself; this 
manipulating cardboard puppets parade senti- 
mental theses; this presenting stock characters 
mouth innocuous platitudes adds boring campus 


soap-opera. 


Pictorial History the Talkies 
Jan. 29, 1960. 318p. $5.95. 


companion piece similar volume the silent 
screen, this collection “stills” and publicity 
photographs scenes from but mostly actors the 
motion pictures since the addition dialogue and 
soundtrack the films. The pages are crowded with 
photos varying sizes, the captions are the briefest 
possible. Libraries may find useful browse-book. 


Laliberté, Norman and Edward West 


The History the Cross 
Feb. 29, 1960. 72p. $15.00. (1) 


Laliberté head the art department Saint 
Mary’s College Notre Dame, Indiana. Mr. West 
canon the Cathedral St. John the Divine 
New York City. Together, scholarly and attrac- 
tive liturgical study, they have presented the history 
the use the cross symbol from earliest times 
through the Christian era. The thin, but elegant vol- 
ume illustrated with drawings, mostly color, rather 
than photographic reproductions, and are mostly 


Blum, Daniel 
Grosset Dunlap. 


Macmillan. 
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Laliberté. Presumably, Canon West supplies the 
text, which well annotated, and the excellent bibliog- 
raphy. 


Dunn, Alan There Intelligent Life Earth? 
Simon and Schuster. Jan. 16, 1960. 118p. $3.50. (1) 

Dunn supposes that three little men flying saucer 
decide settle the question whether there any intelli- 
gence among earthlings, and sketches and brief 
running text succeeds spoofing most our foibles 
and follies, including our propensity for destroying not 


only the best us, but ourselves completely. 
thoughtful fun; not quite 
Rosemarie 


Kuby, Erich 

Knopf. Feb. 15, 1960. 239p. $3.75. 
Based actual case, this the story post-war 
prostitute West Germany who managed, before she 
was murdered, influence number the new indus- 
trial and commercial barons, the post-war nouveaux 
tiches. Rosie, this story, efficient business 
woman, with card indexes, ledgers, and forth; and 
course, considerable clientele. cynic and un- 
attractive tale, that has been made into German 
motion picture, now being released the Adult 
readers will not particularly shocked but not 
recommended anyone. The translation the 
German has been very competently done 
Muller. 


Churchill, Allen The Year the World Went Mad 
Crowell. Feb. 29, 1960. $4.95. 

Mr. Churchill does one the multiple “The Year 
That books the year 1927, which gives him 
chance review the Peaches Browning story, the 
Snyder-Gray murder case, the Lindbergh flight Paris, 
Texas Guinan and the speakeasies, the advent the 
talkies, the Coolidge “does not choose run” episode, 
the Sacco-Vanzetti case, Babe Ruth and other sports 
greats. all nostalgic and, from one viewpoint, 
silly year should, many aspects, ashamed of; 
and yet other aspects one which might take 
pardonable pride. But how explain today’s youth 
bottom? 


Pocket Print and Reprint 
Upper-bracket Paperbacks: 


Doubleday’s excellent Image Series has raised ten 
the number new additions the already impressive 
list titles already available; this brings the total list- 
ing round one hundred, and intended mark 
Catholic Press Month. The new titles are uniformly 
good, many instances superior reading fare: James 
Brodrick’s The Origin the Jesuits, (D91, $0.85; I), 
not only historically accurate, but eminently read- 
Philip Hughes’ Popular History the Reforma- 
tion, (D92, $0.95; also unimpeachable history and 
well novelized life St. Augustine, The 
Restless Flame, (D93, $0.85; Ila, cf. 189, vol. 11), 


Best 


the popular Louis Wohl Christopher 
son’s Progress and Religion, (D94, $0.85; series 
thoughtful essays one Britain’s foremost thinkers 
The Catholic Church the Modern World 
Hales, (D85, $0.95; cf. 30, vol. 18), isa 
survey from the French Revolution the 
The Autobiography St. Teresa Avila, translated 
and edited Allison Peers, (D96, $1.25; Ila), 
superbly inspiring Giants the Faith 
John O’Brien, (D97, $0.95; cf. 310, vol. 17), 
study six converts Catholicism each whom 
his time helped “change the world” Scholasticism 
and Politics Jacques Maritain Mortimer Adler’s 
translation, (D98, $0.95; Karl Adam’s The 
Son God, (D99, $0.85; I), minor 
The Man Who Was Chesterton generous and 
vealing selection G.K.’s stories, essays, poems, and 
excerpts from his longer books which Raymond 
Bond contributes perceptive introduction, (D100, 
$1.45; I). 

Two books that merit wide reading are Decisions for 
Better America, which has been prepared the 
Republican Committee Program and Progress and 
which can read with profit Democrats and In- 
dependents as_by Republicans, (Doubleday, 
$0.95; and Edward Crankshaw’s Rus- 
sia, estimate the power the present premier and 
his group the political scene Russia, (Penguin 
S182, $0.85; Also with reference the political 
scene are The Mind the South Cash, which 
though dating from 1941 still largely valid, (Vintage 
K98, $1.45; Ila) John Maurice Clarks’s Alternative 
Serfdom, (Vintage K94, $1.10; and Richard 
Hofstadter’s The Age Reform, (Vintage K95, $1.25; 
cf. 207, vol. Nicolai Beryaev’s defense 
individual rights Slavery and Freedom merits read- 
ing and re-reading, (Scribner SL13, $1.45; 
$0.95; probably little too technical for the 
average, but explains the nature and purpose 
ments nuclear physics. 


Francis Steegmuller’s study Anne Marie Louise 
leans, The Grand Mademoiselle, (Anchor A205, $1.25; 
cf. 352, vol. 15), reads easily 
Garrett Mattingly’s Catherine Aragon, (Vintage 
$1.45; Ila, cf. 54, vol. 1), also recommended 
raphy Origins the Medieval World William 
Barr, (Anchor A190, $0.95; Ila), fine survey 
the early Middle Ages John Addington 
The Revival Learning, (Capricorn 15, $1.45; 
good survey the Renaissance Italy George 
raphy, indexed and with bibliography, (Mentor 
Sullivan, (Vintage K100, $1.10; Ila), 
mostly the composer’s spiritual development 
The Power Blackness Harry Levin (Vintage 
K90, $1.25; study the genius Poe, Haw 
thorne and Melville Which leads Psycho- 
analysis, general introduction the subject 
mund Freud, (Pocketbook W599, $0.50; which 
for the student rather than the general 
also The Inside Story, Fritz Redlich with June Bing 
ham, (Vintage K99, $1.25; Ila), presentation popular 
style and illustrated with drawings. 
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Reprints special interest include 
Volume The Modern Theatre, containing five plays 
edited Eric Musset’s “Lorenzaccio,” 
Wedekind’s “Spring’s Awakening,” Sternheim’s “The 
Underpants,” Beerbohm’s Social Success” and Ber- 
Brecht’s “The Measures Taken,” (Anchor A48F, 
$0.95; Five plays French classicist Racine— 
“Phaedra,” “Andromache,” “Berenice,” “Athaliah” and 
new translaitons Kenneth Muir, 
(Dramabook MD17, $1.95; The Storm and 
Other Russian Plays—Gogol’s “Government Inspector,” 
Ostrovsky’s “The Storm,” Tolstoy’s “The Power 
Darkness,” Chekhov’s “Uncle Vanya” and Gorski’s 
“The Lower new translations David 
Magarshack, (Dramabook MD18, $1.95; 
Arnold Wesker’s Roots, one the current crop 
British young playwrights, (Penguin PL19, $0.85; IIb) 
study Greek Tragedy Norwood, 
Moliere, seen through his plays” Ramon Fer- 
nandez, (Dramabook D20, $1.25; cf. 356, vol. 18). 


Jonathan Swift represented three different reprints: 
Gulliver’s Travels and Other Writings, (Riverside B25, 
$1.25; and the briefer Gulliver’s Travels, 
(Riverside B49, $0.75; both edited Louis 
Gulliver’s Travels, (Signet CD14, $0.50; 
Also the Signet Classic series are Henry 
James’ The Ambassadors, (CD12, $0.50; 
Charles Dickens’ Tale Two Cities, (CD15, $0.50; 
Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre, (CD11, $0.50; 
Leo Tolstoy’s The Death Ivan Ilych, which also 
includes “The Kreutzer Sonata,” “Family Happiness” 
and “Master and Man,” (CD13 $0.50; IIa) and 
Virginia Woolf’s Orlando, (CD18, $0.50; 
Four Metaphysical Poets Joan Bennett study 
the poetry Donne, Herbert, Vaughan and Crashaw, 
with selected anthology their poems, (Vintage 
K93, $1.25; Rouchefoucauld’s Maxims, trans- 
lated Tancock, (Penguin L95, $0.85; ... 
Twice-Told Tales, (Pocket- 
book W580, $0.50; The complete Sonnets, Songs 
and Poems William Shakespeare, (with introductory 
notes Henry Simon), (W131, $0.35; 
and Shakespeare’s You Like It, edited Louis 
Wright and Virginia Lamar, (W106, $0.35; I). 


For the fiction reader, there are several notable novels 
recent releases; Thomas Wolfe’s Look 
Homeward, Angel, (Scribner SL9, $1.95; IIb) For 
Whom the Bell Tolls Ernest Hemingway (SL4, 
$1.95; IIb) Boris Pasternak’s Doctor Zhivago, (Sig- 
net T1802, $0.75; Ila, cf. 238, vol. 18) John 
Wain’s Living the Present, (Capricorn 22, $1.25; IIb), 
the so-called “angry young men” 
among Britain’s younger authors Andre Gide’s 
Lafcadio’s Adventures, (Vintage K96, $1.25; 
They Came Like Swallows William Maxwell, (Vin- 
tage K91, $1.10; poignant story family bereft 
exemplary mother. 


General Fiction: 


Elick Moll’s Seidman and Son, (Signet $1763, $0.35; 
(Pocketbook C-369, $0.35; cf. 399, vol. 
The Scientists Eleazar Lipsky, (Pocketbook C-374, 
$0.35; cf. 443, vol. The Enemy Camp 
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Jerome Weidman, (Pocketbook GC-70, $0.50; cf. 
110, vol. 18) Terrible Beauty Arthur 
Roth, (Dell D341, $0.35; IIb, cf. 78, vol. 
End Fury Edward Mannix, (Pocketbook 
GC-80, $0.50; III), which rather repulsive novel 
about Irish family Jersey City Signal Thirty- 
Two, Mackinlay Kantor’s 1950 novel about policemen 
Spanish Harlem, (Bantam A2029, $0.35; IIb) 
Stories, nineteen them, Graham Greene, (Bantam 
F2039, $0.50; The Actress Bessie Breuer, 
(Bantam F2019, $0.50; IIb) Archie Rodney 
Carlisle, another book about army rookies beating the 


army game, (Pocketbook M4163, $0.35; IIb). 


Mystery and Suspense: 

Friedrich Duerrenmatt’s The Pledge, (Signet 
$0.35; cf. 58, vol. 19) Margery Allingham’s 
Death Ghost, (Penguin 379, $0.65; Agatha 
Christie’s Ordeal Innocence, (Pocketbook C-386, 
$0.35; cf. 474, vol. 18) The Boomerang Clue, 
also Agatha Christie, (Dell D340, $0.35; IIb, cf. 
22, vol. 13) Death and Daisy Bland Nicholas 
Blake which was reviewed here under its original title, 
Tangled Web,” (Dell D339, $0.35; cf. p174, 
vol. 16) the Make John MacDonald, 
(Dell B134, $0.35; original, not reprint 
Blood Biscayne Bay Brett Halliday, re-reprint 
another typical Mike Shayne potboiler, (Dell D342, 
$0.35; IIb); and, incidentally, Dell’s editors have not 
yet learned use good taste choosing cover art... 
novelized form the series figure Peter Gunn 
Henry Kane, (Dell B155, $0.35; Wicked 
Women series short stories about bad dames 
edited Lee Wright, (Pocketbook 1263, $0.25; IIb) 
Gold the Color Blood Robert Patterson, 
(Ballantine 371K, $0.35; IIb), original about 
newsman’s pursuit million dollars Nazi loot 
and pretty German girl. 

Westerns: 

Louis L’Amour writes good story The Daybreakers, 
(Bantam A1933, $0.35; John Shelly also 
knows his way around the cavalry and Indian country 
Cavalry Sergeant, (Ballantine 366K, $0.35; 
Bliss Lomax skilled usual Last Call for Gun- 
fighter, (Dell 1010, $0.25; Killer Town 
Clifton Adams another those marshall small 
town tales, (Dell A199, $0.25; Night 
Black Hammer also features dauntless marshall, 
(Dell 1009, $0.25; Have Gun Will Travel 
novelized form the popular Paladin series 
Noel Loomis, (Dell B156, $0.35; IIa). 


General Non-fiction: 


Following successful first edition and leaning the 
success “The Sound Music” which was adapted 
from it, The Story the Trapp Family Singers 
Maria August Trapp now available, (Dell F106, 
$0.50; cf. 157, vol. The Nine Days Dun- 
kirk David Divine, (Ballantine F368K, $0.50; cf. 
43, vol. 19) Mine Enemy Grows Older Alex- 
ander King, (Signet D1753, $0.50; IIb, cf. 355, vol. 
18) Abandon Ship! Richard Newcomb, 
(Pocketbook F4143, $0.35; IIa, cf. 220, vol. 18) ... 
Brotherhood Evil Frederic Sondern, (Bantam 
F2047, $0.50; cf. 454, vol. 18) Letters from 
Mama Charley Weaver, full outrageous puns, 


series 
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isa 
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(Dell D347, $0.35; Your Child Today Morton 
Edwards, (Pocketbook M-4035, $0.35; Chess 
Nutshell Fred Reinfeld, (Pocketbook M4157, 
$0.35; Our Troubled Youth Frederick Mayer, 
(Bantam A2088, $0.35; IIb) Grand Deception, 
“swindles, hoaxes and frauds,” selection edited 
Alexander Klein, (Ballantine 372K, $0.35; 
Woman Doctor Looks Love and Life Marion 
Hilliard, (Pocketbook M4144, $0.35; IIb) Tin Cans 
Theodore Roscoe, story the work the de- 
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stroyers World War II, (Bantam F2038, $0.50; 
The Rise and Fall Legs Diamond Otis 
Gaylord, (Bantam A2-79, $0.35; Stars and 
Men Harlow Shapley, (Pocketbook W601, $0.50, 
account astrology and astrological claims 
many its assumptions, (Ballantine $0.75, 


about small-fry athletes, (Pocketbook 1272, 
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